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Chapter One

What Makes Jesus So Different?
Main truth: Jesus is the only great religious teacher who claimed 
to be God.

Aim of the chapter: To help students understand that Jesus 
claimed to be God and that both His friends and His enemies 
understood that claim.

Getting Started
Ask, How were Buddha, Mohammed and Confucius all the 
same?  (All three were teachers who started great religious 
movements.)

Then ask, How is Jesus different from those religious teachers?  
(Buddha, Mohammed and Confucius did not claim to be God.  
Their followers do not worship them as gods.  Jesus did claim 
to be God and both His friends and His enemies understood that 
claim.  His friends accepted the claim.  His enemies did not.  The 
claim makes Jesus completely different from all others who have 
started world religions.)

In this chapter we will consider first what the writers of the New 
Testament said about Jesus as God.  Next we will consider what 
the New Testament says Jesus claimed about Himself.  Finally we 
will consider how Jesus’ enemies understood His claims.

What Jesus’ Friends Believed About Him
All of the books of the New Testament were written by men who 
were followers of Jesus.  Most of them had known Him and had 
listened to Him teach.  (Luke, the writer of the gospel of Luke and 
the book of Acts, had never heard Jesus.  However, he had talked 
with many people who were close followers of Jesus.  The Apostle 
Paul knew Jesus only after His death.  Mark wrote the teachings 
of Peter, who was one of Jesus’ very close disciples.)
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What these men wrote shows what they remembered about His 
teaching and what they believed to be true.  They believed that 
Jesus claimed to be equal with God the Father.  They believed that 
he was showing Himself as the only way to God, the only way to 
have forgiveness for sins and the only way of salvation.

Ask, Have you ever heard the expression “the deity of Christ”?  
What does it mean?  (See the middle of page 14.)

McDowell says that Jesus Christ is both a name and a title?  What 
does he mean?  (See the bottom of page 14.)

Now work through the material on pages 15, 16 and the top of 17 
with your students.  If the students have New Testaments, have 
them look up each Scripture as you discuss it.  If students do not 
have New Testaments, read each Scripture to them as you dis-
cuss it.  Remember that we are trying to see what Jesus’ friends 
believed about Him.

At about the middle of page 17 the discussion changes from 
what Jesus’ friends believed about Him to what He said about 
Himself.

What Jesus Said About Himself
From the middle of page 17 to near the bottom of page 22 Mc-
Dowell discusses four things.  First, Jesus claimed to be equal with 
God.  Second, Jesus claimed to be one with the Father.  Third, 
Jesus claimed to be able to forgive sins.  Fourth, at His trial Jesus 
said that He was the Son of God.

Jesus claimed to be equal with God.  See McDowell’s discussion 
about Jesus’ use of the words “My Father.”  Ask, What is the dif-
ference between saying “my father” and saying “our father”?  (In 
one way God can be called the Father of all people.  However, the 
Jews believed that God was the Father only of the Jews.  For any 
man to call God “My Father” would mean that he was claiming 
to be related to God in a way that other men could not be.)
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On page 18 McDowell says that Jesus said that He was working all 
the time just as God was working all the time.  Ask, Why did the Jews 
become angry at these words?  (Remember that it was on the Day of 
Rest that Jesus healed the man who could not walk.  By claiming the 
right to heal on that day, Jesus made Himself equal with God.)

Jesus also claimed to be one with the Father (see the bottom of 
page 18).  Look at the words of A.T. Robertson on page 19.  Ask, 
What does Robertson mean by “one in nature” as opposed to 
“one in person or purpose”?  (Jesus did not claim to be God the 
Father.  He did claim to have the same godly nature as God the 
Father.  The Jews thought Jesus was claiming to be another God 
along with God the Father.)  Before leaving this thought look at 
the Scriptures at the top of page 20.

Jesus claimed to be able to forgive sins (beginning at the middle 
of page 20).  Read Mark 2:9.  Ask, Which is easier to say, “Your 
sins are forgiven” or “Get up and walk”?  (In one way, one is as 
easy to say as the other.  In another way it is much easier to say 
“your sins are forgiven.”  The forgiveness of sins takes place 
inside a person.  Those who may be watching cannot know if it 
is done or not.  Those who watch can see if a healing has hap-
pened, however.  So when Jesus healed the man, He proved His 
right to forgive sins also.)

Ask, Why is forgiving sins something only God can do?  (We can 
forgive those who hurt us, of course.  But sin is always against 
God even when it also hurts people.  Therefore only God can 
forgive sins.)

Jesus claimed to be the Son of God (see page 22).  Read Mark 
14:60-64 to the class.  See how clearly Jesus answered in verse 
62.  Point out the three claims Jesus made there. 

What Jesus’ Enemies Believed About Him
We know that Jesus’ enemies did not believe that He was the Son 
of God.  If they had they would not have killed Him.  However, 
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they did believe that He claimed to be the Son of God.  Ask, What 
does McDowell mean when he speaks about the value of a hostile 
witness?  (Men do not usually say good things about those they 
hate or are fighting against.  Especially they will not say things 
that will hurt themselves and help their enemy.  When they do 
say such things, their words mean more than if the same words 
are spoken by a friend.)

Continue looking at Mark 14:60-64 with your students.  Explain 
why the high priest tore his clothes and why that is important.

See how Jesus’ trial was different from most trials.  He was not 
condemned because of what He did but only because of what 
He said about Himself.  Remind the class of what the Jews said 
earlier in John 10:33.

Finishing the Study
Of all the great religious teachers of the world, only Jesus claimed 
to be God.  Both His friends and His enemies understood Him to 
make that claim.  His friends accepted what He said.  His enemies 
did not accept what He said.  Today Jesus still makes the same claim.  
Those who really accept His words are born again to new life and 
are promised a home in heaven.  Those who will not accept Jesus’ 
claim must die in their sins and spend eternity in hell.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.  Why do people even today not want to accept the truth that 

Jesus is God?
2.  What does the name “Jesus” mean?  What does the title 

“Christ” mean?  Why are these both right for Jesus?
3.  What is the difference between calling God “my Father” and 

calling Him “our Father”?
4.  Why did the Jews become angry when Jesus said He was 

working all the time just as God is working all the time?
5.  Why can a man not forgive sins?
6. Why are the words of a hostile witness so important?
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Test Questions
1.  How is Jesus different from other religious leaders?
2. Jesus showed Himself as the only way of forgiveness and the 

only way of salvation and the only what?
3. What does “the deity of Christ” mean?
4.  All who believe in God say that God is an “endless and perfect 

spirit in whom all things have their beginning, existence, and 
end.”  What do Christians add?

5.  Titus 2:13 is a good example of the New Testament calling 
Jesus God.  What does this verse say?

6.  In general, the New Testament presents Jesus as self-existent, 
omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient.  Give two other 
ways it presents Him.

7.  What does Acts 20:28 say that shows that Paul believed that 
Jesus is God?

8.  Who said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”?
9.  What six other people does McDowell list as calling Jesus 

God?
10. McDowell shows that Jesus Himself claimed to be God.  He 

starts with the story of what Jesus did in the Gospel of John.  
What was it?

11. What two things did Jesus claim about Himself when He said,  
“My Father is still working all the time”?  

12. Why did the Jews want to throw stones at Jesus?  
13. Jesus said that He was one with the Father.  Robertson says that 

does not mean one in person or purpose but one in what?  
14. A student told McDowell that in the Gospel of Mark Jesus 

never claimed to be God.  What scripture did McDowell 
answer with?

15. Lewis Sperry Chafer says that no one but God can forgive 
sins as Jesus did.  What does this prove?

16. What also happened in Mark that clearly shows that Jesus 
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claimed to be equal with God?
17. At His trial, what three claims did Jesus make?
18. What did it mean when the high priest tore his clothes?
19. Why was Jesus’ trial unusual?
20. The trial of Jesus more than proved that Jesus confessed 

what?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

17:2
defensive

to try to protect one’s 
own ideas or way of  
doing things

She became defensive 
about her eating habits.

21:1
evidence

words or objects which 
prove a statement,
support a belief, or
make a matter more clear

The police have evidence 
that he is the thief.

21:4
dispute

an argument or quarrel The workers were in 
dispute with their boss 
about pay.

25:1
simple

easy to understand or 
do; plain; without
decoration

The teacher gave a simple 
answer to the difficult 
question.

27:1
hostile

unfriendly; belonging 
to the enemy

The hostile man would 
not speak to his neigh-
bors.

27:3
serious

thoughtful; not cheerful; 
important; impressive

The husband and wife 
had a serious talk about 
money.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
_____________ 1. The explanation which he 

gave was easy to understand.
evidence
simple
serious
defensive
dispute

_____________ 2. Their quarrel over the land 
went on for years.

_____________ 3. What proof do you have that 
she is lying?

_____________ 4. The decision is a/an impor-
tant one; you need to think 
about it carefully.

_____________ 5.   The enemy army fought hard, 
but it did not win the battle.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
defense (n)
defensive (adj) 
defensively (adv)

He could give no defense for his bad behavior.
He used the gun as a defensive weapon.
She spoke defensively about her decision.

simple (adj)
simply (adv)
simplicity (n)

The simple meal was delicious.
On their small income, they live very simply.
She dresses with tasteful simplicity.

serious (adj)
seriously (adv)
seriousness (n) 

We need to have a serious discussion.
Do not take him too seriously; he is joking.
She did not know the seriousness of the boy’s 
problem.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits the 
meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. The flowers are arranged __________________________.
2. He took ____________________ action to protect his eyes.
3. Do you ___________________think that candidate can win?
4. How _________________ is her illness?
5. The __________________ of the wedding ceremony was beautiful.

IV. Take a Careful Look!
Pg.: Para
25:1 except:  leaving out; not including

     He answered all the questions except the last one.
accept:  to take or receive something
     Did she accept the gift?

23:3 violent:  using great damaging force
     There was a violent storm last night.
violet:  a small plant with purple-blue flowers; a color
     She grows violets in her garden.

28:2 tried:  past tense of to examine in a court of law
     They tried him for murder.
tired:  needing rest or sleep
     The long trip made me very tired.
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Chapter Two

Lord, Liar, or Insane?
Main truth: If Jesus was not a liar and was not insane, He must 
be the Son of God.  If we believe He is the Son of God, we must 
accept Him as our Lord.

Aim of the chapter: To help students understand that Jesus told 
only the truth, spoke in His right mind, and so must be accepted 
as Lord and God.

Getting Started
Remind your students that in the first chapter we learned that 
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God.  Both His friends and His 
enemies understood His claim.

McDowell says that if we do not believe that Jesus was a liar or 
insane, we must accept Him as the Son of God.  Ask, Can you 
think of any other possibilities?  (Help your students to think 
about the question and give any other possibilities they think of.  
It is important that the students understand that there are no other 
possibilities that can be considered seriously.)

Was He a Liar?
McDowell gives five things to show that Jesus was not a liar: the 
evidence of changed lives, the evidence of a hostile witness, the 
evidence that what He said would happen did happen, the evidence 
of a pure life, and the evidence of a sacrificed life.

The evidence of changed lives (middle of page 28).  Ask your 
students to think of people they know, or know about, whose lives 
were changed when they became Christians.

The evidence of a hostile witness (see the example of William 
Lecky on page 28).  In chapter one we talked about the importance 
of hostile witnesses.  When a person’s enemies say good things 
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about him, they must be believed.

The evidence that what Jesus said would happen did happen.  
Jesus told of many things that would happen in the future.  Some 
of those things have happened and others are still in the future.  
Ask, What things can you remember that He said would happen 
that have happened?  (Different answers may be given.  Someone 
will probably name His death and resurrection.  Another may 
remember that He said Jerusalem would be destroyed.) 

The evidence of a pure life (see the words of Philip Schaff on 
page 29).  Jesus lived such a good life that even His enemies had 
to say false things about Him in order to condemn Him (Matthew 
26:59-61).

The evidence of a sacrificed life (see the top of page 28).  Jesus 
did not need to die on the cross to satisfy the Jewish leaders.  All 
He had to do was to stop claiming to be the Son of God.  It was 
that claim that caused His death.  Ask, Will any person die for a 
lie that he knows to be a lie?

Was He insane?
Ask: What does it mean to be insane?  (From a medical book, 
McDowell says that to be insane means to be out of touch with 
reality or to be sick in the mind [pages 30 and 31].)  

Ask: Was Jesus out of touch with reality?  (We saw earlier that 
Jesus did not tell lies that He knew to be lies.  But did He say 
things that were not true without knowing they were not true?  
Was He mistaken about Himself and the world around Him?  
No, He was not.  He did say things that surprised people.  They 
had never thought of things the way He explained them.  But He 
did not say things that were not true.  That is, He was not out of 
touch with reality.)

Look with your students at the things McDowell says to prove 
that Jesus was not sick in His mind (see pages 31 and 32).  
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Was He Lord?
Jesus was not a liar.  He was not insane.  Therefore He was Who 
He claimed to be, the Son of God.

Direct your students to the story McDowell tells beginning in the 
middle of page 32.  Remind your students that belief is something 
we choose.  We choose to believe or not to believe.  Will your 
students choose to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and their 
Lord and Saviour?

Finishing the Study
All of the evidence shows that Jesus was not a liar.  It also shows 
that He was not insane.  The only remaining judgment is that He 
spoke the truth when He claimed to be the Son of God.  If He is 
the Son of God, any reasonable person will want to accept Him 
as Saviour and Lord.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1.  Are there really no other possibilities than to say that Jesus 

was either a liar, insane, or Lord?
2.  How would you describe a liar?
3.  What people do you know, or know about, whose lives were 

greatly changed when they became Christians?
4.  What does it mean to be insane?
5.  How would you answer a person who said that Jesus was 

insane?
6.  Do you believe that Jesus was either a liar or insane?

Test Questions
1. What tricky ideas are stopped by the claims of Jesus to be God?
2. C.S. Lewis says it is a foolish idea to think of Jesus in what 

way?
3. What did F.J.A. Hort say would happen if we take Jesus away 

as the main center of every saying?
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4. What did Kenneth Scott Latourette say could not be separated 
in Jesus?

5. What question did Jesus put before His disciples in Matthew 
16:15?

6.   What are the only two choices if we consider that Jesus’ claim 
to be God was false?

7.   Why would Jesus have been a fool if he was a liar and knew it?
8.   The picture of Jesus as a liar does not agree with the results 

of His life and teachings. What are these results?  
9.   What does William Lecky say that the simple record of the 

three short years of Jesus’ life has done?
10. List four things Schaff said that Jesus told would happen 

before they happened.
11. How did Schaff finish this question: “How could an evil, 

dishonest, selfish man keep . . .”? 
12. If Jesus was a liar, why would it have been better for Him to 

go to Egypt or Greece?
13. What two things about Jesus does McDowell say would be 

impossible if He were insane?
14. How do Noyes and Kolb describe the mentally sick people?
15. What two things did Clark H. Pinnock say about Jesus’ teach-

ings that prove His complete soundness of mind?
16. What does J. T. Fisher say is the way to have a healthy mind 

full of hope and peace?
17. How does Philip Schaff describe the wisdom of Jesus?  
18. What are the only three choices that can be made about Jesus 

Christ?
19. What question should we ask about these three choices?
20. Why do some people reject the clear evidence that Jesus is 

Lord?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

30:3
foolish

without good sense It was foolish of you 
to park the car in the 
middle of the road.

31:2
separate(d)

to set or move apart The teacher separated 
the boys from the girls.

32:2
moral

keeping exactly to 
what is good or accept-
able based on right or 
wrong.

My father was a very 
moral man; he never 
told a lie in his life.

32:4
firm

strong, solid, hard; not 
changing

You’ll have to be firm 
with him.  He’s a dif-
ficult child.

35:1
imagine

to form a picture or 
idea in the mind

Can you imagine George 
cooking dinner for 
twenty people?

35:2
victorious

having won in any kind 
of struggle

The victorious candidate 
became the next presi-
dent.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym 
from Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
_____________ 1. Return the wallet.  That is 

the right thing to do.
firm
foolish
victorious
separate
moral
imagine

_____________ 2. Try to think of a peaceful 
lake, green grass, and shady 
trees.

_____________ 3. She has an unchanging faith 
in God’s promises

_____________ 4. The stupid thief left his fin-
gerprints on the door knob.

_____________ 5.   The successful contestant 
won $10,000.00.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
moral(adj)
morality(n)

morally(adv)

He is a man of high moral standards.
One sometimes wonders if there’s any morality 
in politics.
What you did wasn’t exactly against the law, 
but it was morally wrong.

firm(adj)
firmly(adv)

firmness(n)

Buy firm fruit; it will keep longer.
She firmly pinched the fruit to see if it was 
ripe.
The teacher spoke to the class with firmness.

victory(n)
victorious(adj)
victoriously(adv)

If we win the victory, we will celebrate.
The victorious team had a party to celebrate
They marched victoriously down the street

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. He struggled to win the __________________ over cigarettes.
2. Do you think the ice is ________________ enough to walk on? 
3. I _________ believe that what you say is true.
4. In his business affairs he has no _________________.
5. Our soccer team had a __________________ season.

IV.       Picture It!
How Big?
p.31:1   “huge”

China is a vast/huge/enormous country.
There is a gigantic/colossal/immense new building in the 
center of town.
There was a big/large/great big box on the floor.
She is about average height. The room is medium sized.
He was a little man carrying a small bag.
There was a tiny insect on the flower.
I can’t read his minute/microscopic writing.

       from:  Longman Dictionary of American English c.1983, p.551
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Chapter Three

What About Science?
Main truth: Science cannot prove or disprove that Jesus was 
Who He said He was.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students understand that the 
scientific method is not the right way to study the truths about 
Jesus.  Those truths must be examined by the legal-historical 
method of study.

Getting Started
Ask, Have you ever studied science in school?  Did you have 
to do experiments to prove that something was true?  Have you 
ever had anyone say to you that they cannot accept the claims of 
Jesus because those claims cannot be scientifically proven?  (Use 
questions such as these to start your students to thinking about the 
chapter.  Remind your students that many people say they will not 
believe anything that cannot be scientifically proven.)

What Is the Scientific Method?
The scientific method is based on experiments and seeing things.  
The experiment must be one that can be done many times.  Each 
time the experiment is repeated the results must be the same or 
nearly the same.  If the results are different, then the experiment 
proves nothing.  The scientific method is very important in search-
ing for certain kinds of information.

Ask, What are some of the things people have learned by using 
the scientific method?  (Many answers might be given to this 
question.  Most if not all modern inventions are a result of the 
scientific method, including such things as the airplane and the 
telephone.)
 
What Is the Legal-historical Method?
The legal-historical method is based on spoken evidence, written 
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evidence, and the evidence of objects that can be seen.  Everything 
we can know about the past is based on the legal-historical method.  
The past cannot be repeated and so we cannot use the scientific 
method.  In every court trial the lawyers present legal-historical 
evidence.  For example in a trial for murder, the judge does not 
ask the accused to repeat the act to show how it was done.  That 
is, the court cannot scientifically prove that the accused murdered 
anyone.  It can only show beyond a reasonable doubt that he did 
so.  That may be shown by the evidence of people who saw the 
accused near where the crime happened.  Maybe the accused left 
something behind, like a piece of clothing.  Or maybe the mur-
der weapon is found and can be shown to belong to the accused.  
Through a number of pieces of such evidence the accused may 
be shown to be guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  

Some people may say that they accept only claims that can be sci-
entifically proven.  But that is not true.  They believe many things 
that can be proven only through the legal-historical method.

Ask, What are some things that are commonly accepted as true 
even though they cannot be scientifically proven?   (Many things 
could be given here.  For example, great men or women of the 
past are known to us only through the legal-historical method.  
Once your students start giving answers, they may find it hard 
to stop.)

Which Method Is the Right Method for Examining Jesus’ 
Claims?
Jesus’ life, death and returning to life again all took place in the 
past.  They cannot be repeated and so they cannot be scientifically 
proven any more than any other historical truth can be.  They must 
be accepted on the strength of the legal-historical evidence.   In 
the next four chapters we will examine some of that evidence.

Ask, Why do you think some people reject the claims of Jesus 
because those claims cannot be scientifically proven?  (For many 
people that just provides an excuse to not accept Jesus.  Others, 



23

however, may not think deeply enough about the issue to see how 
false the argument is.  They may be so influenced by science that 
for them the scientific method must be the answer to everything.  
Once they understand the importance of the legal-historical evi-
dence they will believe.)

Finishing the Study
This chapter opens the way to the chapters that follow.  It is 
important, however, that we understand that the legal-historical 
method is an effective method of proving things.  We will see in 
the following chapters that when we use the legal-historical method 
we must accept the claims the Bible makes about Jesus.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. How would you answer the airplane pilot McDowell tells 

about on page 34? 
2. What kinds of things are proven by the scientific method?
3. What are some things that are commonly accepted as true 

even though they cannot be scientifically proven?  
4. What kinds of things are proven only by the legal-historical 

method?
5. Why do some people reject the claims of Jesus because those 

claims cannot be scientifically proven?
6. How would you answer a friend who said he could not believe that 

Jesus was God because that could not be proven scientifically?

Test Questions
1. Many people think that something is not true if it cannot be 

proven scientifically.  How do they feel about a relationship 
with Christ?

2. What answer does McDowell give those who ask, “Can you 
prove it scientifically?”

3. What kind of faith do the students mean when they say, “You 
must take it all by faith”?
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4. What problem did the pilot say McDowell had about believing 
Christ’s claims?

5. What kind of thing is difficult to prove scientifically?
6. What are the names of the two different kinds of proof?
7. A test for scientific proof is repeated many times.  What three 

things are necessary when a test like this is done?
8. What did Dr. James B. Conant say that science is?
9. What is one of the main steps of the modern scientific method?
10. What did McDowell use as an example of the modern scientific 

method?
11. What examples did McDowell give to show that the scientific 

method is not the only method of proving something?
12. What is the name of the method you would need to use to 

prove you were in class?
13. The decision that something is correct with no reasonable 

cause for doubting is made because  of what?
14. The strength of the evidence depends on what three kinds of 

proof?
15. As an example of the legal-historical method, what three 

things would you use to prove that you were in class this 
morning?

16. The scientific method can be used only to prove things that 
can be repeated.  What can it not be used for?

17. What people in history did McDowell ask questions about?
18. When the legal-historical method is used, what must be carefully 

checked?
19. What kind of faith is the Christian faith?
20. What should our minds, hearts and wills do?
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II.  Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
_____________ 1. The event that caused the 

problem was soon forgotten.
historical
control(led)
intelligent
incident
legal
several

_____________ 2. If it is permitted, we will 
build a church on this land.

_____________ 3. This book is a factual
account of World War II.

_____________ 4. The police restrained the 
angry group of protesters.

_____________ 5. John is very smart; he can 
answer every question.

I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

38:2
several

a few but not many; 
some

She made several visits 
to New York City.

38:4
legal

allowed by law; based 
on law

Children cannot buy 
alcohol; it’s not legal.

38:4
historical

that which represents 
fact(s) of history

This book is a historical 
novel.

39:3
control(led)

to direct; fix the time, 
amount, degree of

Control yourself; don’t 
get angry and shout.

40:1
incident

an event, especially 
one in a story

There have been several 
incidents of crime in 
this neighborhood.

40:2
intelligent

having powers of
reasoning or under-
standing

The brothers are very 
intelligent students.

III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
legal(adj)

legally(adv)
legality(n)
legalize(v)

He took legal action to stop his neighbors from 
making so much noise.
The children will be legally adopted in June.
The legality of the document is in question.
The next law will legalize gambling.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1.  You cannot                   enter that country without a visa.
2.  All human beings are much more                   than animals.
3.  Use your                     to solve the problem.
4.  Will the government                    dual citizenship?
5.  You cannot                   smoke in that restaurant.

intelligence(n)

intelligent(adj)
intelligently(adv)

The test showed the child had high intelligence.
You have made an intelligent decision to care 
for your health.
She spoke intelligently about astronomy.

IV. How many? 
page 38:2  “several”

Every student/All the students came to the meeting.
Most of my friends came to the party.  All
There are a lot of people here.
There aren’t many people here.
Many people walk to school every day.
Some of these apples taste sour.
Several people were waiting for the bus.
There are not many/only a few tickets left.
There are few children in this part of town.
He couldn’t answer any of the exam questions.
There are no eggs left; none at all.       None

from: Longman Dictionary of American English, c.1983, p. 550
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Chapter Four

Are the Records of the Bible True?
Main truth: The Bible is true beyond any reasonable doubt.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students examine the tests that 
prove that the Bible is true.

Getting Started
This chapter asks and answers the question: Are the records of the 
Bible true?  Before we look at that question, we need to ask another: 
Does it matter if the Bible record is true?  (All that we know about 
God’s plan for our salvation comes to us through the Bible.  All 
we know about how to live a life pleasing to God is found in its 
pages.  If the Bible record is not true or if we cannot trust it to be 
true, we are without hope.  At the very beginning of our Christian 
life we must accept the Bible record as true.)

McDowell opens the chapter by giving some of the arguments 
people use to show that the Bible cannot be true.  He also gives 
the words of some educated men who have studied the question 
and decided that the Bible can be trusted.  Go over some of this 
material with your students as you see they need.  Then move on 
to the three tests or rules of historiography.    

The Bibliographical Test
Explain what the bibliographical test is (see the bottom of page 
42).  The problem this test deals with is that mistakes might be 
made in making copies of a book.  That is especially true when 
the book is in handwriting instead of in print.  If a book has been 
copied many times over a period of many years, many mistakes 
might be made.  In that case the last copy may not be at all like 
the first one.

Use the material McDowell provides to help your students un-
derstand that the copies of the Bible we have can be trusted.  The 
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copies were made only a short time after the books were written.  
There was not time enough for many mistakes to be made.

The Inside Evidence Test
Read to your students what Aristotle said (see the bottom of page 
44).  Ask, Does that seem like a fair and reasonable thing to say?  
(Help your students understand that this does not mean that we 
are to believe everything we read.  It does mean that we should 
believe the writer unless we find evidence that he is not telling 
the truth.)

From the top of page 45 to the top of page 48, McDowell writes 
about friendly eyewitnesses and hostile eyewitnesses.  All of 
the New Testament was written by friendly eyewitnesses or by 
those who received their information from friendly eyewitnesses.  
These men had every chance to know Jesus’ acts and teaching.  
They wrote down what they knew about Jesus only a few years 
after His death.  There is no reason to think that they wrote lies 
or made mistakes.

The real test of the truthfulness of the friendly eyewitnesses is that 
the hostile eyewitnesses could not prove them wrong.  These men 
also had watched Jesus and listened to His teaching.  But when 
the friendly eyewitnesses challenged the hostile eyewitnesses to 
prove them wrong, they could not do it.

The final point McDowell makes in this part of the chapter is 
that the friendly eyewitnesses even reported things they could 
have left out.  Ask, If you were writing about someone you loved 
and thought was a very good man, would you tell about his bad 
points?  (Most of us do not do that.  If we write a letter to make 
someone think well of the man we are writing about, we tell only 
the good things.  We tell about how kind and generous he is.  We 
do not tell about the rare act of cruelty or selfishness.  We tell 
about all the things he can do, but we do not tell about the things 
he cannot do.)
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Now have your students look at the things Will Durant says the 
friendly eyewitnesses told about Jesus and the early church (page 
48).  Ask, Does this prove that the writers were telling the truth?  
(Help your students see the force of this argument.)

The Outside Evidence Test
Explain the outside evidence test to your students.  Consider with 
them the testimonies of Papias and Irenaeus on page 49.  Then 
look at the testimonies of Joseph Free, William Ramsay, F.F. 
Bruce and A.N. Sherwin-White on page 50.

Finishing the Study
McDowell says that we need to use the same tests for the Bible 
that we use for other ancient writings.  Ask, Why do you agree 
or disagree?  (Help your students to understand that Christians 
have nothing to fear from any fair test of the Bible.  In the three 
tests McDowell uses here, the Bible always shows stronger than 
any other piece of ancient writing.  And these are the strongest 
tests that men use.)

The Bible is true.  Anyone who refuses to accept that is not think-
ing clearly or is not being honest.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. How do the early dates for the New Testament books prove 

that they can be trusted?
2. How does the great number of manuscripts of the New Testament 

prove that the New Testament is true?
3. What does McDowell mean by “being able to tell the truth” 

(page 45)?
4. Explain how Luke 3:1 shows that Luke can be trusted to tell 

the truth.
5. How does McDowell use hostile eyewitnesses to prove the 

truthfulness of the New Testament?
6. How would you answer a person who says that the Bible is 

only a collection of stories that are not true?
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Test Questions
1.  What provides the main historical record about Jesus?
2.  When did F.C. Baur think most of the New Testament Scrip-

tures had been written?
3.  What did archaeologists discover that confirmed the correct-

ness of New Testament writings?
4. In the opinion of William Albright, every book of the New 

Testament was written by whom and when?
5. What caused Sir William Ramsay to finally admit that Acts 

was written fifty years after Christ’s birth instead of 100-200 
years after it?

6. Dr. John A.T. Robinson believes that all of the New Testament 
was written when?

7. Who are the Form Critics and what do they believe about the 
Gospel records?

8. In the Jewish religion what was the custom for a student to 
do?

9. Albright wrote that what the Form Critics say about the Gospel 
tradition is a wild story.  He said that twenty to fifty years is 
not enough time for what?

10. What are the three main tests for deciding if the historical 
details of the New Testament are correct?

11. What is the bibliographical test?
12. McDowell gives the names of four ancient writers. The earli-

est copies of their writings we have are from 1,000 to 1,400 
years later than the first actual writing.  List those names.  

13. What does Sir Frederic Kenyon say concerning the time 
between the dates of the first writing   of the New Testament 
and the earliest copies we have?

14. The bibliographical test of the New Testament guarantees 
what?

15. What does the inside evidence test prove?
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16. Give five scriptures that have inside evidence that their writers 
either saw or were  told by others who had seen the happen-
ings and heard the teachings of Jesus.

17. F.F.Bruce and Lawrence J. McGinley talk of the value of what 
kind of witnesses in providing inside evidence for the truth 
of the New Testament?

18. Will Durant gives what reason for believing the New Testa-
ment?

19. Papias and Irenaeus confirm the inside evidence of whose 
writings?

20. At the beginning and end of this chapter, what kind of study 
is said to give powerful outside evidence?
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II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. His years of studying and 

painting made him a good 
judge of art.

worth
shameful
extreme
bitter
trickery
critic

______________ 2. The coffee has a/an 
unpleasant taste.

______________ 3. The company uses 
excessive means to be 
sure profits will increase.

______________ 4. What is the price of this 
original painting?

______________ 5.   No one could believe the 
disgraceful way he treated 
his parents.

I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

43:3
extreme

the greatest possible; 
very

The extreme heat is dan-
gerous for the elderly.

44:1
worth

of the value of; good 
enough for; deserving

The house is worth a lot 
of money.

47:5
shameful

deserving blame; 
which one ought to be 
ashamed of

Your shameful
behaviour has disgraced 
your family.

48:5
critic

a person skilled in 
forming judgments 
about something; a per-
son who finds fault

The music critic had 
nothing good to say 
about her singing.

49:1
trickery

the use of deceit to 
cheat or misinform

They managed to win 
the game by trickery

51:3
bitter

filled with hate, anger, 
sorrow; a sharp biting 
taste

It was a bitter disappoint-
ment to him when he 
failed the examination.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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shame(n)

shameless(adj)
shamelessly 
(adv)

I was filled with shame when I remembered 
how badly I behaved at the party.
She is an immodest and shameless person.
She lied shamelessly about where she had 
been.

extreme(adj)
extremely(adv)
extremity(n)

His political ideals are very extreme.
I’m extremely sorry.
The extremity of the pain was more than she 
could bear.

critic(n)
criticize(v)
criticism(n)

critical(adj)

He’s a strong critic of the new policy.
My father criticized my decision.
The students gave constructive criticism of 
the play.
Why are you so critical of the plan?

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. He is not well-liked because he has such a ________tongue.
2. That family is _____________ poor.
3. That man and wife often argue ___________ in public.
4. His work does not deserve such extreme _____________.
5. The doctor took ____________care during the operation.

V.  Expressions
1.  “That will do the trick!”  -  to fulfill one’s purpose
 ex.  This medicine will do the trick.
2.  “It was a bitter pill to swallow”  -  something hard to accept
 ex.  Losing the argument was a bitter pill to swallow.
3.  “What a shame!” -  said about something that ought not to be.
 ex.  What a shame that it rained on the picnic.

IV.   Antonyms (words that mean the opposite)
Fill in the blanks beside Column A with the correct antonym from Column B.
  Column A    Column B
1.__________ extreme    honesty
2.__________ worth     moderate
3.__________ shameful    valueless
4.__________ trickery    honorable
5.__________ bitter     pleasant

III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
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Chapter Five

Who Would Die for a Lie?
Main truth: The fact that the disciples were willing to suffer and 
die for what they believed proves that it was not a lie.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students understand that the 
changed lives of the disciples offers strong proof that what they 
taught about Jesus was true.

Getting Started
We believe many things because of what others tell us.  We 
should not believe everything, however.  We must first decide if 
the person is to be trusted.  Some people tell us things in order to 
cheat us.  Others tell us things that they think are true but are not 
really true.  Sometimes it is hard to know what we should believe.  
McDowell gives us three reasons why we should believe what 
the first disciples tell us about Jesus. 

The Disciples Were Eyewitnesses of What They Reported
Ask, Have you ever been the eyewitness of a crime or an ac-
cident?  When a police officer talked with you, he did not ask 
you who caused the accident or what laws may have been 
broken.  He did not ask for your opinion or judgment.  He only 
wanted to know what you saw or heard.  If you had to appear 
at the trial, you were not allowed to say anything except what 
you saw or heard.

The words of a witness are valuable only when he tells what he 
has seen or heard.  The writers of the New Testament were good 
witnesses.  McDowell shows us that several of those writers said 
they were telling just what they had seen.

Look with your students at what was said by Peter, John and Luke 
(page 54).  As you have time, you may want to discuss some of 
the other Scriptures McDowell gives on the top of page 55.



35

Be sure your students understand that the main point in the witness 
of the disciples was the resurrection of Jesus.  His resurrection is 
the strongest proof that He is the Son of God and the Saviour of the 
world.  All our hope of heaven rests on this fact.  As Paul wrote, 
“If Christ was not raised from the dead, your faith is worth nothing 
and you are still living in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). 

The Disciples Must Have Known
that Jesus Had Been Raised from the Dead
At first it was hard for the disciples to believe that Jesus had been 
raised from the dead.  They had seen Him raise others (Jairus’ 
daughter, the widow’s son, and Lazarus, for example).  But He 
had been there to do that.  For a man to raise himself from the 
dead was just too hard to believe.  Such a thing had never hap-
pened before.

Some of them had seen Jesus die on the cross.  They had seen 
a spear driven into His side.  They had watched as He was car-
ried away to be buried.  They had seen the Roman guard take its 
place at the place where He was buried.  They knew beyond any 
question that Jesus was dead. 

When Jesus was resurrected, the disciples found it hard to believe 
at first.  The men would not believe the witness of the women.  
Thomas would not believe the witness of the other disciples.  Each 
one had to be personally satisfied before he would believe.

Ask, Since the first disciples believed only after seeing the risen 
Christ, why are we expected to believe without seeing Him?  (We 
have their witness.  The Bible says that in the mouths of two or 
three witnesses a thing is established [Matthew 18:16].)

The Disciples Were Fearless After the Resurrection
Can we believe the witness of the first disciples?  Yes, we can 
believe them because of the changes we see in their lives after the 
resurrection.  We can believe them because they were so sure that 
they were able to live the rest of their lives without fear.
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 Ask, How was Peter’s life changed after the resurrection?  (Peter was 
such a coward that at the time of Jesus’ trial he said he did not even 
know Him.  On the Day of Pentecost, though, Peter stood up and 
preached Jesus’ resurrection even though he knew he might be killed 
for doing so [Acts 2].  He was a fearless leader among the Christians 
for many years.  At last he was put to death on a cross also.)

Ask, How was the life of James the brother of Jesus changed after 
the resurrection? (See page 56 for the answer.)

As time permits discuss the words of some of the people McDowell 
gives from the bottom of page 56 to the bottom of page 59.
 
Finishing the Study
McDowell closes the chapter with these words: “Some people 
are not willing to walk across the street for what they believe, let 
alone die for it” (page 60).  Ask, Do we really believe something 
if we are not willing to stand up for it?  (Our willingness to stand 
up for what we believe is the measure of how strongly we believe 
or of how important we think the thing is.)  You may want to close 
the study by reading such Scriptures as Romans 1:16, 2 Timothy 
1:12 and 1 Peter 4:16.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Why can we be sure that the disciples really believed what 

they were teaching? 
2. How was the resurrection of Jesus different from the raising 

from the dead of several others in the New Testament?
3. How can we be sure that Jesus was really dead?
4. Why is the witness of James the brother of Jesus such strong 

evidence for the resurrection of Jesus?
5. Since the first disciples believed only after seeing the risen 

Christ, why are we expected to believe without seeing Him?
6. Do we really believe something if we are not willing to stand 

up for it?  
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Test Questions
1. What area of Christianity is often overlooked when Christianity 

is questioned?
2. The disciples’ changed lives provide clear proof of what?
3. How does McDowell explain the meaning of the word “history”?
4. What is the one problem with McDowell’s explanation of 

“history”?
5. The disciples were killed because they believed what two 

things about Christ?
6. What were the five different ways the eleven eyewitnesses 

died?
7. McDowell says it would be hard to find eleven people in all 

history who would die for what?
8. What is the first thing we need to know about the disciples to 

understand what they did?
9. Which followers of Jesus does McDowell especially speak 

of as eyewitnesses?
10. What was the main part of these eyewitness reports about?
11. What was the second thing about the followers that helps us 

to believe they were not telling a lie?
12. What follower of Jesus had to be influenced against his will?  
13. What one belief did Michael Green say separated the followers 

of Jesus from the Jews?
14. What is the third thing about the disciples that makes it unlikely 

they were telling a lie?
15. In what big city did the disciples first preach?
16. If the disciples had agreed together to say that He had risen, 

it would have been an attack on what two groups?
17. How did Latourette say the resurrection and the coming of 

the Holy Spirit on the disciples changed them?
18. How and why was Peter’s death on the cross different from 

Jesus’ death?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

56:3
exactly

with exact correctness Tell me exactly where 
she is.

56:4
cruel(est)

painful; causing
suffering

The child thought being 
ignored was the cruelest 
punishment.

57:1
natural

what happens
ordinarily in the 
world; belonging to 
someone from birth; 
according to nature

His death came from
natural causes.
He had natural musical 
ability.
We enjoyed the natural 
beauty of the countryside.

59:2
coward

a person unable to 
face danger, pain, etc.

You coward!  Are you 
afraid of water?

60:3
condemn(ed) 

to express strong 
disapproval; to state 
the punishment for

Violence of all kinds 
should be condemned.
The prisoner was con-
demned to death.

61:2
threat

a warning that one is 
going to be hurt or 
punished; a sign of 
possible danger

I obeyed, but only under 
threat of punishment.
The clouds brought a 
threat of rain.

19. Tertullian wrote that “no man would be willing to die unless” 
what?

20. Some people are not willing to walk across the street for what 
they believe, let alone do what?

~   Improving Your English   ~
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Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits the 
meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. He is a _______________ man who will not stand against  
anything.
2. The ________________ judge had no mercy.
3. A parent should not _______________ punishment unless he  
or she intends to do what they say.
4. No one respects a ________________ man or woman.
5. He was beaten _______________ and then thrown in prison.

III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
cruel(adj)
cruelty(n)
cruelly(adv)

Anyone who likes watching people suffer is cruel.
Cruelty to animals is heartless and mean.
The cruelly spoken words will never be forgotten.

coward(n)

cowardice(n)

cowardly 
(adv)

He will not face the truth because he is a 
coward.
He tried to cover up his cowardice with 
laughter and loud talking.
The cowardly actions of the traitor caused 
the army to lose the war.

threat(n)
threaten(v)

Your threat does not frighten me.
The dark clouds threaten rain; we must hurry home.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

               Column A Column B
_________ 1. He is thought to be the most bru-

tal king to ever rule the country.
natural 
condemn(ed)
exactly
cruelest
coward
threat

_________ 2. He is such a timid person; he is 
afraid of his shadow.

_________ 3. He has been denounced for 
his part in the plan to steal the  
money.

_________ 4. The elderly woman’s face had 
genuine beauty.

_________ 5.   That is precisely what I expect 
you to do.
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IV.  Homophone  (a word that sounds the same as another but is different in 
meaning or spelling).

Pg.:Para
58:4 wrote:  past tense of “write”:  I wrote a letter.
 rote:   by memorization alone:  I learned the   
  vocabu lary words by rote but I don’t   
  understand their meaning.

57:5 made:  past tense of to make: I made the bed.
 maid: a female servant: The maid made the bed.

62:3 week: seven day unit of time: I will be away one   
  week.
 weak: not strong: I still feel weak after my illness.

63:4 their: belonging to people, animals or things
  already mentioned:  They washed their faces.
 there: to, at, or in that place: It’s cold out there.
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Chapter Six

What Good Is a Dead Messiah?
Main truth: The disciples could not understand that Jesus had 
to die on the cross.  When He rose from the dead, however, they 
began to understand and their lives were changed forever.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students understand the im-
portance of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Getting Started
We see what we expect to see.  We hear what we expect to hear.  
If we are expecting to see one thing but see something very dif-
ferent, our minds may not be able to make sense of what we see.  
That is what happened to the first disciples.  

The Jews Were Expecting a Political Saviour
For much of the time for six hundred years the Jews had been 
living under the control of other nations.  First it was the Baby-
lonians, the Persians, later the Greeks, then the Syrians and the 
Egyptians.  By the time of the New Testament, the Romans had 
firm control of the land.  There were always those among the 
Jews who opposed the foreigners, and there were often attempts 
to drive them out.  The Macabees had driven the Syrians from the 
land nearly two hundred years before.  Several years before the 
time of Jesus’ ministry, Judas of Galilee led a revolt against the 
Romans.  He was killed in the attempt, but many people carried 
on his dream of an independent Judea.

Many words in the Old Testament told of a coming Saviour.   Over 
the years the Jewish teachers had found 456 such sayings.  (Al-
fred Edersheim gives all those sayings in his book The Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah.)  The common people of Jesus’ day 
thought they knew exactly what that Saviour would be like.  He 
would be a strong soldier who would lead the Jewish people in a 
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war against the Romans.  Under His leadership the Jews would 
drive the Romans out of the land.  Then their Saviour would set 
up a Jewish government and perhaps even rule the whole world 
from Jerusalem.  

That picture of a soldier-saviour did not completely agree with the 
words in the Old Testament.  It was what the people wanted to believe, 
however, and so it was what most of them believed was coming.  

The First Disciples Were Jews
All of Jesus’ first disciples were Jews.  In fact, most of them were 
from Galilee, the very area where Judas of Galilee had raised his 
rebellion.  No doubt some of them were old enough to remember 
the rebellion led by Judas.  Certainly they had heard the older 
people in their towns talk about the dream of freedom and the 
hope of the long-expected Saviour.  At least one of the disciples, 
Simon the Zealot, had been a member of a rebel group before he 
began to follow Jesus (Luke 6:15).  

As Jews, the disciples shared the common belief about the coming 
Saviour.  Looking forward to that coming kingdom, the disciples 
argued about which of them would have the highest positions (Luke 
22:24).  The very night He was arrested they were still arguing 
that point.  Two brothers, James and John, even had their mother 
plead their cause with Jesus (Matthew 20:20-21).  They were all 
sure that it was only a question of time before they would have 
important parts to play in the new government.

The Disciples Did Not Expect Jesus’ Death
The last thing the disciples could even imagine was that Jesus 
would die before He set up His kingdom.  That was true even 
though He had tried to prepare them for that very thing.

This would be a good time to have a Bible study with your students 
on Jesus’ telling about His death.  Have your students look up such 
Scriptures as Mark 8:31 and 9:31; Luke 9:22, 9:44, 12:50, 22:37 
and 24:6-7; and John 3:14.  Other Scriptures might also be used.  
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Ask, Why do you think the disciples did not understand that Jesus 
had to die on the cross?  (By this time your students should be 
able to answer easily.  The disciples did not understand because 
they were expecting the wrong kind of Saviour.  Their wrong 
expectations blinded them so that they could not understand the 
truth even when Jesus told them clearly.  Their failure to under-
stand should serve as a warning to us to not think more highly 
of ourselves than we should think, as Paul warned the Romans 
[Romans 12:3].  That is, we should not become proud about our 
understanding of the Bible.  We may not understand as well as 
we think we do.)

His Resurrection Changed Their Lives
As we saw in chapter five, the disciples changed after Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Then they understood that Jesus’ death on the 
cross was not a defeat.  It was not the end of all their dreams.  
Instead it was the beginning of something much larger than they 
ever could have dreamed.  They had been thinking of an earthly 
kingdom; now they saw a heavenly kingdom.  They had been 
thinking of a kingdom that would last for many years; now they 
saw a kingdom that would never end.  They had been thinking of 
peace based on force; now they enjoyed a peace based on love.   
They had been seeing every man as their enemy; now they saw 
every man as a brother.  They had hoped to be part of a movement 
that would shake the Roman Empire; they found themselves in 
a movement that would shake the world.  No wonder their lives 
were changed.

Finishing the Study
Many of the religions of the world were started by one man.  Those 
men are all dead.  They died long ago and remain dead.  Like 
other religious teachers, Jesus died.  Unlike any other religious 
teacher, Jesus did not stay dead.  Christians serve a living Saviour.  
He is more alive than any other person.  In fact, He IS life (John 
14:6)!  Because He is life, He has the power to change the lives 
of people even today.
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Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Think about a time when you misunderstood what was hap-

pening because it was so different from what you had expected 
to happen.

2. What does the Old Testament tell about the coming of a 
Saviour?

3. Why did the disciples not understand that Jesus had to die on 
the cross? 

4. How would you explain to a friend why Jesus had to die?
5. If you are a Christian, how would you explain to a friend your 

change of life?
6. Would it make any difference to us if Jesus had not been raised 

from the dead? 

Test Questions
1. What happened to the apostles’ good cause?
2. The apostles believed Jesus was the Saviour and they were 

sure He would do what?
3. In order to understand how the apostles felt about Christ dying 

on the cross, you have to know what?
4. The life and teachings of Jesus were in severe conflict with what?  
5. As children, the Jews were taught that the Messiah would be 

what kind of leader?
6. What kind of Christ was “completely  foreign to the Jewish 

idea of the Messiah”?
7. E. F. Scott said that the time of Christ was a time of what?
8. For how many years had the Romans been taking away the 

freedom of the Jews?
9. By what is said in the Gospels, the popular idea of the Saviour 

was centered mainly on what two things?
10. Joseph Klausner said that the  Jews thought the Messiah would 

be what kind of man?
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11. Jacob Gartenhaus said that the Jews’ hope in the Messiah was 
mainly for what kind of freedom?

12. Millar Burrows said that Jesus was so different from what all 
Jews expected that His own disciples found it almost impos-
sible to do what?

13. What serious words of Jesus were not welcomed by His dis-
ciples?

14. What did James and John ask Jesus to promise?
15. What kind of Christ were James and John thinking of?
16. How did Dr. Ladd say the disciples saw Jesus when their 

hopes that He was the Messiah fell apart?
17. What did Dr. Ladd say people hear?
18. What were the disciples doing a few weeks after Jesus’ 

death?
19. What was the only reasonable answer McDowell sees for the 

change in the disciples?
20. What three ways did His disciples give witness that He was 

the Christ?  
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

65:4
severe

stern; strict; not kind 
or gentle; harmful or 
painful

He had to adjust to
severe military rules.
The pain in her head 
became severe.

65:4
correct

right; without mistakes; 
to make right or better

Correct my spelling if it 
is wrong.

65:4
foreign

to have no place (in) He’s a good person; 
unkindness is foreign to 
his nature.

65:5
period

a stretch of time with a 
beginning and an end, 
but not always a mea-
sured length of time

There were long periods 
when we had no news 
of him.

66:5
dictator

a ruler who has com-
plete power over a 
country

No one dared to object to 
the plans of the dictator.

66:5
fairness

having justice and 
honesty

The teacher promised 
to treat all the children 
with fairness.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. There was a long span of 

silence followed by a loud 
explosion.

dictator
severe
fairness
period
foreign
correct

______________ 2. Fix the problem before it 
gets worse.

______________ 3. Fighting is alien to his way 
of handling problems

______________ 4. The rough, hard winter was 
followed by a gentle spring.

______________ 5.   She will handle the problem 
with impartiality.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
severe(adj)

severely(adv)

severity(n)

If you disobey, you can expect severe punish-
ment.
The two children were severely punished be-
cause they disobeyed.
They did not understand the severity of their 
disobedience.

correct(adj)
correctly(adv)

correction(s)(n)

Please give me the correct answer.
Please say that again.  I want to understand 
you correctly.
Teachers usually make corrections in red ink.

period(n)

periodic(adj)
periodically 
(adv)

She enjoys novels about the Victorian period 
of English literature.
He is troubled by periodic attacks of fever.
They periodically visit the south of France.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. The country enjoyed long _____________________ of peace.
2. The ____________look on her face showed she was displeased.
3. They suddenly became aware of the _________________ 
of their situation.
4. Did you read the numbers _________________?
5. She made a ________________ in her paper before giving  
it to the teacher.

IV. Take a Careful Look!
Pg.: Para
65:3 apostles:  the twelve followers of Christ chosen by

                  Him to spread His message
epistles:  a long and important letter

67:1 glory: another word for “heaven”
gory:   full of violence; bloody

67:4 prisoner:  a person kept in jail or prison for some
                     crime
poisoner:  a person who kills, injures or infects with
                     poison (a substance that causes death)
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Chapter Seven

Did You Hear What Happened to Saul?
Main truth: The power of the gospel changed Saul, later called 
Paul, from being the greatest enemy of Christianity to being its 
greatest defender.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students understand that what 
happened to Saul proves that Jesus really did raise from the dead 
and has the power to change lives.

Getting Started
Three times the book of Acts gives the story of how Saul of Tarsus 
became a Christian.  Chapter 9 tells of his conversion.  In chapter 
22 Paul told his story to the crowd in Jerusalem that wanted to kill 
him.  In chapter 26 he told the story again to King Agrippa and 
Festus, the  Roman official, to defend himself against the false 
accusations of the Jews.  

Ask, Why do you think Luke, the writer of Acts, gave Paul’s 
story so many times?  (We all know that older people often repeat 
their stories, but old age was not Luke’s problem.  Luke did not 
repeat other stories.  He gave Paul’s story three times because 
he understood how important it is.  We might say that Luke 
considered Paul’s story one of the greatest proofs of the truth of 
Christianity.)

Discuss Saul’s story with your class, using the Bible and the 
material McDowell gives from the bottom of page 65 to the top 
of page 69.   

When Saul became a Christian, his life changed in many ways.  
McDowell gives four areas of change.

His Habits and Actions Were Changed
Ask, Can you find any evidence in the Bible that Saul’s habits 
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and actions were changed after he became a Christian?  (We do 
not know much of the detail of Saul’s life before he became a 
Christian.  There are some things that might point to the differ-
ences, however.  Before his conversion we see him agreeing with 
the stoning of Stephen [Acts 7:58].  After his conversion we find 
him willing to be separated from Christ if that would help his 
fellow Jews [Romans 9:3].  Before his conversion he was proud 
of being a Jew [Philippians 3:5].  After he became a Christian, 
he was proud only of Jesus [2 Corinthians 10:17].)

His Relations With the Followers of Jesus Were Changed
Ask, What evidence can you find in the Bible about Saul’s 
changed relations with the followers of Jesus?  (Ananias called 
him “brother” [Acts 9:17].  Barnabus accepted him and got the 
other Christians to accept him [Acts 9:27-28].  Many other things 
from Acts and Paul’s letters could be given.)

His Message Was Changed
Ask, In what ways was Saul’s message changed after his conversion?  
(Before he became a Christian, all his thought was controlled by the 
Jewish law as it was understood by the Pharisees.  After he became 
a Christian, he understood that the purpose of the law was to bring 
us to Christ [Galatians 3:24].  He had preached a coming Saviour.  
Now he preached that Christ, the coming Saviour, had come.  He 
had believed that the fact that Jesus died on a cross proved that 
He could not be the coming Saviour.  Now he understood that the 
Saviour had to die on the cross.  He had taught that God’s salva-
tion was for the Jews only.  Now he taught that all people could 
be saved through simple faith in Christ.)  

His Mission Was Changed
Because Saul’s message was changed, his mission was changed 
also.  Jerusalem was no longer the center of his life.    His mis-
sion now was to carry the good news of Jesus to the most distant 
parts of the earth.  He wanted all people everywhere to have the 
chance to accept Jesus as their Saviour.  He was willing to accept 
any suffering in order to complete that mission.
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Finishing the Study
Discuss the material on pages 71 and 72 with your students.  Be 
sure your students understand that the only reasonable way to 
explain the changes in the life of Saul of Tarsus is his conversion 
to Christ.  If the story of Jesus could make that much difference 
in the life of Saul, it must be true.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Is it true that “people can often be so mentally involved in 

what they are fighting that they end up accepting it”?  Can 
you think of any examples of that happening?

2. Why was Saul of Tarsus so hostile to Christianity before his 
conversion?

3. Why does the book of Acts give the story of Saul’s conversion 
three times?

4. McDowell says that Saul’s habits and actions were changed 
when he became a Christian.  What evidence can you find in 
the Bible that this is true?

5. Archibald MacBride said that what Paul did was far greater 
than what either Alexander the Great or Napoleon did.  Do 
you agree?  Why or why not?

6. Read the story on page 72.  Do you agree that the conversion 
of Saul proves that Christ rose from the dead?

Test Questions
1.  Saul was born in Tarsus.  How does McDowell describe Tarsus?
2.  Saul of Tarsus had been a hostile enemy of Christianity.  Then 

what did he become?
3. In what three books of the Bible does it show how well Paul 

knew Greek culture, thought and language?
4. At about the age of fourteen, Saul was sent to study under 

what great teacher?
5. Why was Saul so opposed to Christianity?
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6. Saul set out for Damascus to do what?
7. When Saul was near Damascus, what were the first two things 

that happened to him?
8. On the Damascus Road, what did Jesus tell Paul to do?
9. How long was Saul blind and what did he not do during that 

time?
10. The Lord told Ananias to go to Saul because He had chosen 

Saul to do what?
11. After Ananias spoke to Saul, what three things happened?
12. After Saul’s Damascus road experience, his life was changed 

in what four ways?
13. How does the Encyclopedia Britannica describe Paul before 

his salvation?
14. How does the Encyclopedia Britannica describe him after his 

salvation?
15. What was the most important part of God’s rescue plan?
16. Instead of being a traditional Pharisee whose mission was to 

protect the Jewish religion, what did Paul become?  
17. Philip Schaff said that the salvation of Paul produced more 

results than what and settled what?
18. Elias Andrews said that many have found the extreme change 

in this ‘Pharisee of the Pharisees’ the most proving evidence 
of what?

19. What happened to Paul because he was so convinced of Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead?

20. Lord Lyttleton wrote that the salvation and ministry of Paul 
by itself is proof of what?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

69:2
nervous

afraid; worried; related 
to the body’s system 
of nerves or to feelings 
of fear or worry

I always get nervous 
before a plane trip.

70:4
lazy

to avoid work; moving 
slowly

He won’t work; he is 
just too lazy
The lazy river ran 
through the valley.

71:2
made waste 
of

to ruin or destroy The bomb made waste 
of the city.

73:3
habit(s)

customary behavior It was her habit to go 
for a walk before lunch.

73:5
tradition(s)

opinions, beliefs, prac-
tices, customs passed 
down from the past to 
the present

In some countries, it is 
the tradition for brides 
to be married in long 
white dresses.

75:3
martyr

a person who dies for 
his or her beliefs

Many of the followers 
of Jesus have become 
martyrs.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. He had a daily pattern of 

taking a nap.
tradition(s)
made 
waste of
martyr
lazy
habit(s)
nervous

______________ 2. Does speaking in public 
make you feel jittery?

______________ 3. The custom in that religion 
is to pray five times a day.

______________ 4. If you continue the way you 
are going, in a few years you 
will have wrecked your life.

______________ 5.   The boss has decided to fire 
the indolent man.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
nervous(adj)
nervously(adv)

nervousness(n)

She responded with a nervous smile.
He walked nervously back and forth never 
stopping.
Your nervousness is driving me crazy!

lazy(adj)
lazily(adv)
laziness(n)

There is not a lazy bone in his body.
He sat on the porch lazily sipping lemonade.
It is not good to let laziness become a habit.

habit(n)

habitual(adj)
habitually(adv)

He found it difficult to break his habit of  
smoking.
She gave her habitual greeting.
My friend is habitually late.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits the 
meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. _________________laughter covered up their alarm.
2. She waited ________________for a call from the hospital.
3. He saw no reason to hurry so he walked _______________
 to the park.
4. He’s a _____________smoker; he always has a cigarette
 after lunch.
5. Don’t make it a ____________to be late.

IV.  Interesting Sayings
    1. Waste not, want not.
    2. First, you form your habits and then your habits form you.
    3. If it is a hard job, assign it to a lazy man; he is sure to find  
  an easy way to do it.

V. Compare These Words
1.  Compare nervous, concerned and anxious.

You can be nervous (rather afraid) while something is  
happening.
You can be concerned (worried) about something that is 
happening.
You are anxious (uneasy) about something that might 
happen.

2.  Compare habit and custom.
A habit is something done regularly by one person.
A custom is something done over a long time by a whole 
society or group.
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Chapter Eight

Can You Keep a Good Man Down?
Main truth: The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the best 
proven facts of history.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students examine the evidence 
for the resurrection of Jesus and accept the fact that He did rise 
from the dead.

Getting Started
Discuss with your students the facts about the resurrection on the 
bottom of page 73.  Use Scripture as necessary to be sure your 
students all understand these facts of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion.  Then call attention to the question McDowell raises on the 
top of page 74: Did the resurrection truly happen?  

Jesus Was Dead and Buried
Ask, How can we sure that Jesus was really dead?  (Your students 
should be able to answer this question from the chapters we have 
already studied or from knowing what the Scriptures say.  They 
might tell about the spear in His side and the witness of the Ro-
man soldier [John 19:32-34].   Pilate accepted the fact that He 
was dead and allowed His body to be removed from the cross 
[John 19:38].)

Explain how people were buried.  The body was prepared for 
burial (as described in the book) and placed in a hole cut into the 
side of a hill.  Then a very large stone was rolled over the hole 
to keep anyone from getting in.  In the case of Jesus, the stone 
was stamped with the official stamp of Rome.  Finally, a guard 
of Roman soldiers was placed by the stone so that no one could 
get in or out.  

Ask, Why was the burial place of Jesus guarded so carefully?  (All 
this was done because the religious leaders were afraid.  They 
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thought Jesus’ disciples might try to steal His body so that they 
could say He had risen from the dead.  The religious leaders did 
not know that the disciples were not even thinking about His ris-
ing from the dead.)

All the power of Rome could not hold Jesus in the tomb, however.  
When the women arrived on Sunday morning, the tomb was empty.

The Empty Tomb
A group of women were the first to find the tomb empty.  They 
reported to the disciples, and Peter and John ran to the tomb to 
confirm their report.  Soon everyone knew about the empty tomb.  
Over the years three false reasons have been given to show why 
the tomb was empty.

First, some people have said that the women must have gone to 
the wrong tomb.  Ask, Why can this not be the right reason for the 
empty tomb?  (See the bottom half of page 76 for the answer.)

Second, some people have argued that Jesus had not really died.  
They say that He passed out from suffering and loss of blood and 
then recovered because of the coolness of the tomb.  Discuss why 
this is not a good way of explaining the empty tomb.

Third, others say that the body was stolen.  This was the first false 
reason given.  When the religious leaders learned that the tomb 
was empty, they gave the soldiers money to say that the disciples 
had stolen the body (Matthew 28:11-13).   For the disciples to 
steal the body, they would have to defeat the soldiers or find them 
sleeping on duty.  In either case the soldiers would be punished 
with death.  The religious leaders promised to protect them from 
the Roman officials, however.

Evidence for the Resurrection
Examine with your students the witness given by such men as 
Arnold, Wescott, Greenleaf, Morison,  Ladd and Darling (from 
the top of page 79 to the top of page 81).  
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Then direct your students to the bottom of page 80 and discuss 
what each believer can experience through the power of Jesus.  
If time permits you may want to give students a chance to tell of 
their own conversion experience.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. How can we be sure that Jesus was really dead? 
2. McDowell gives three ways in which people try to explain 

the empty tomb.  Can you think of any other possible ways 
unbelievers might try to explain it?

3. McDowell says that those three false explanations even help 
prove the truth of the resurrection.  How do they do that?

4. McDowell says that the fact that Jesus rose from the dead is 
hard to believe but that the evidence makes not believing even 
harder.  Do you agree?  Who or why not?

5. What do you think of the empty tomb?
6. What would you do if someone told you that workers in Je-

rusalem had found the body of Jesus? 

Test Questions
1. What was McDowell’s answer to the question, “Why can you 

not prove that Christianity is false?”
2. From the resurrection facts listed, tell who Jesus was, what 

happened to Him, and what the disciples claimed.
3. How was Jesus’ body prepared for burial?
4. How did the Romans provide security for His body?
5. The followers of Jesus said He had appeared to them after 

His resurrection over a period of how many days?
6. Paul said that Jesus appeared to how many at one time?
7. Why did A. M. Ramsey believe in the resurrection?
8. Paul Maier says no evidence has ever been found in ancient 

writings or in studying ancient cultures that would prove what 
false?
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9. List five things that describe the situation at the tomb after 
the resurrection.

10. What are the three natural causes that some thought would 
explain the resurrection but instead helped to prove the truth 
of the resurrection?

11. If the women had gone to the wrong tomb, what would the 
Jewish leaders have done?

12. What was Venturini’s theory?  
13. David Friedrich Strauss gave the deathblow to any thought 

that Jesus had passed out and awakened again.  He said if that 
were true, what physical problems would Jesus have had?

14. Strauss said that the disciples’ certainty of Jesus’ victory over 
death did what?

15. Anderson wrote that if it was said that they stole the body, 
that would not begin to explain what?

16. Dr. Montgomery said the early Christians could not have made 
up the story of the resurrection because of what?

17. Brooke Foss Westcott said that no fact has better proof or 
more ways of being proven than what?

18. Dr. Greenleaf said the resurrection of Christ was one of the 
best proven facts in history, using what?

19. Frank Morison set out to prove there was no real evidence for 
the resurrection but ended up writing what book that directly 
gave the evidence for Christ’s resurrection?

20. What ways can each believer experience the power of the 
risen Christ in his life today?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

77:1
vicious

cruel; having the desire 
to hurt; dangerous

He gave the dog a 
vicious blow with his 
stick.

78:1
influence

power to have an effect 
on the mind or behavior 
of a person or situation

He used his influence 
to get his friend a job.

78:5
station(ed)

to put into a place Guards were stationed 
around the prison.

78:7
confirm(ed)

make certain; give 
proof of; firmly

My ideas about the 
hospital are confirmed 
by what you have just 
said.

79:5
undeniable

clearly and certainly so His skill is undeniable, 
but he works too slowly.

81:2
popular

favored by many 
people; well-liked

Mrs. Jones is very popu-
lar with her students.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym 
from Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. The soldiers were placed 

where they could protect 
the power plant.

undeniable
popular
station(ed)
confirm(ed)
influence
vicious

______________ 2. Would you verify that 
that is exactly what you 
ordered?

______________ 3. It is definite that he won 
the election.

______________ 4. Is that admired young 
singer giving a concert on 
Saturday night?

______________ 5.   The men who were fight-
ing gave each other brutal 
blows.

~   Improving Your English   ~



59

*In all of the words above the “b” is silent. The “o” sound in “tomb” 
and “womb” is the same. “Comb” and “bomb” each have a differ-
ent “o” sound. Look in a dictionary and see if you can find the three 
sounds of “o” in the words above and how to pronounce them.

V.  Use the New Words List and the Derivatives List.

1. ________________________________________________.

2. ________________________________________________.

3. ________________________________________________.

Write three sentences using words from these lists.

IV. Pronunciation
78:5 tomb: a grave
 womb: the place inside a mammal where the young 
  develop before they are born
 comb: a toothed piece for making the hair tidy (in order)
 bomb: a hollow metal container filled with explosive

III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
vicious(adj)
viciously(adv)
viciousness(n)

That vicious dog should be restrained.
He was attacked viciously.
The viciousness of the attack surprised even 
the police.

influence(n)
influential(adj)
influentially 
(adv)

He has a strange influence over the girl.
The influential decision was not made quickly.
His money was influentially placed where it 
would do the most good.

confirm(ed)(v)

confirmation(n)

Please confirm your telephone message in 
writing.
Show me your driver’s license; I need con-
firmation of your identity.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.
   1.  His statement ________________ what we already believed.
   2.  He is a/an __________________ man in this community.
   3.  The ________________ gossip destroyed her good name.
   4.  He has a/an __________________ for good in the school.
   5.  Stop him!  He has a ________________ - looking knife.
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Chapter Nine

Will the Real Messiah Please Stand Up?
Main truth: The fact that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies 
proves that He alone is the Christ, the Saviour of the world.

Aim of the chapter: To show your students from the Old Testament 
prophecies that Jesus is the Son of God, the promised Messiah.

Getting Started
If you wanted to tell me about someone you know, what would 
you say?  You would tell me his name and perhaps his age.  You 
would have some reason for wanting to tell me about him and so 
you would tell me about that.  Maybe he is a carpenter or a teacher.  
Maybe he has written a book or invented something.  Whatever 
makes him important to you, you would tell me.  If you expected 
me to go see him, you might describe him.  You would want to 
be sure I would know him when I saw him.  You might tell me 
where he lives or where I could expect to find him.

God did all this when He wanted to tell men about the Messiah 
who would come to save men from their sins.  In the Old Testa-
ment God told so many things about the Messiah that there should 
have been no mistake when the Messiah came.  There should be 
even less cause for  mistake now.

On page 82 and the top of page 83, McDowell gives a number of 
Scriptures showing the importance of the Old Testament proph-
ecies.  Discuss each of these with your students.  Be sure they 
understand the importance of each Scripture.

An Address in History
If you can write things so that all the class can see, do it here.  Fol-
lowing the book (starting near the bottom of page 84), write down 
the line of the Messiah.  We find this list: Noah, Shem, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Jesse, and David.  Remind your students that 
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many people can name their family members moving back into 
the past.  Only God could name the Messiah’s family members 
moving forward into the future.  He did that over a period of a 
thousand years.    

Read with your students Psalm 22:6-18.  Point out how well this 
Psalm describes death on a cross.  That way of death did not 
become common until the Romans used it 800 years later.  How 
could the psalmist write about it?

Thirty Pieces of Silver
Read with your students Psalm 41:9, Zechariah 11:11-13 and 
Matthew 27:3-10.  Then discuss the seven points McDowell gives 
near the top of page 86.  

Discuss also the fact that the house of God was destroyed just forty 
years after Jesus was put to death (see the middle of page 86).

Objection: The Prophecy Just Happened to be Fulfilled
Explain the objection and how people might use it.  It is true that 
many things in life we think “just happen.”  Many people have 
experiences that are much the same.  Even unusual things we often 
think “just happened” and do not really mean anything special. 

Remember that man you described to me a few minutes ago?  The 
more you told me about him, the less I am likely to mistake another 
man for him.  If you told me he was a teacher, there are many teach-
ers.  If you told me he had written a book, there are many writers 
of books.  If you told me he was from a certain country, there are 
many men from that country.  But if you told me all those things 
and many more, the chance that all those things would be true of 
many men grows smaller.  The more unusual the things are, the 
more unlikely that all together would fit more than one man.

Now look with your students at the numbers McDowell gives at 
the bottom of page 87.  Help your students understand how im-
possible it would be for any other person to fulfill even the eight 
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prophecies McDowell speaks of.  Jesus fulfilled those eight and 
many more.  There can be no mistake.  Jesus is the One, and the 
only One, who was prophesied in the Old Testament.

Another Objection
This objection is that Jesus purposely set out to fulfill the prophe-
cies so that people would accept Him as the Messiah.  After all, 
Jesus knew the Old Testament prophecies well.  Every Jew of His 
day did.  We can understand that if a man wanted people to think 
he was the Messiah, that is just what he would do.  Perhaps he 
would be able to appear to fulfill one or more of the prophecies.  
He might even be able to fool some people.

Most of the prophecies, though, were beyond any man’s control.  
He could not control who His parents would be or where he 
would be born.  Even if he was of the line of David and born in 
Bethlehem, he could not have himself to be born of the seed of a 
woman.  He could not control how others reacted to him.

Finishing the Study
On page 89 McDowell asks this question, “Why did God go to 
all this trouble?”  Look at the answer he gives to that question.  
This is what makes this chapter important.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Think of a person you know well.  What makes him different 

from any other person you know?
2. Have you ever mistaken someone you did not know for some-

one you did know?  How were they like each other?  How 
were they different?

3. On page 87 McDowell tells of Peter Stoner using the number 1017.  Can 
you think of any other way to express such a large number?

4. What does the Bible mean when it says that Jesus was “born 
of the seed of a woman”?  Why is that important?

5. Can you think of a time when you felt God had done something 
special for you but others said that it just happened?
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6. Why did God go to the trouble of prophesying about Jesus 
hundreds of years before His birth?

Test Questions
1. What often overlooked proof that Jesus is the Messiah is 

examined in this chapter?
2. In Luke 24:27, What man does Jesus say talked about Him 

in the Holy Writings?
3. How many main prophecies about the Messiah are there in 

the Old Testament?
4. What does McDowell mean by Christ’s “address”?
5. What sets Christ apart from anyone who has ever lived?
6. How many times does the Old Testament speak of His coming?
7. What shows that there was at least a two-hundred year space 

between the time the prophecies were written and the time 
they were fulfilled in Christ?

8. Many men have claimed to be the Jewish Messiah.  Only Jesus 
Christ could point to what to prove He was the Messiah?  

9. In what Scripture is the Messiah first prophesied?
10. What prophecy of God’s removed two-thirds of all people 

from the line of the Messiah?
11. List the line of the Messiah starting with Abraham and ending 

with David.
12. What kind of punishment was prophesied eight hundred years 

before its use?
13. Jesus was born in the natural way, but what was unnatural 

about Him?
14. What did John the Baptist do?
15. List the seven points about the Messiah prophecy that limits 

it even more.
16. What place and time were prophesied for the coming of the 

Messiah?
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17. Some have objected that the prophecy just happened to be 
fulfilled.  What two books were written that prove this is not 
possible?

18. What other objection to the prophecy does McDowell speak of?
19. Why would it be wrong to think that Jesus tried to fulfill the 

prophecies on purpose?
20. What is the greatest prophecy of all for those who will accept it?

I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

86:2
fulfill(ed)

to perform or carry out 
a duty, order or promise

The doctor’s instructions 
must be fulfilled exactly.

87:3
possibility

the state or fact of being 
possible; thing that can 
exist, happen or be done

Is there any possibility 
you can come tomorrow?

89:2
line

a set of people follow-
ing one another in time, 
especially a family

He comes from a long 
line of preachers.

89:2
tribe

a group of people of 
the same race, beliefs, 
language under the 
leadership of a chief

American Indian tribes 
are located in several 
different areas.

89:4
predict(s)

to see or describe a 
future happening in 
advance as a result of 
knowledge, reason or 
experience

Can you predict when the 
work will be finished?

91:3
dependable

can be trusted The old car is not
dependable.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. That man is a reliable 

worker.
tribe
predict(s)
possibility
line
fulfill(ed)
dependable

______________ 2. The worker carried out all 
his duties.

______________ 3. That group in South Ameri-
can wears colorful clothes.

______________ 4. Can you foretell who will 
win the soccer game?

______________ 5.   What is the likelihood of 
finding the lost child?

III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
fulfill(v)
fulfillment(n)

If you make a promise, you should fulfill it.
After many years, his plans have come to 
fulfillment.

possible(adj)

possibility(n)

possibly(adv)

I have thought of a possible solution to the 
problem.
He could not believe that defeat was a pos-
sibility.
I cannot possibly go tomorrow.

predict(v)

predictable(adj)

predictably(adv)

prediction(n)

Her mother predicted that she would marry a doctor.
His response to your suggestion is predict-
able; he will reject it.
She is predictably upset because she was not 
invited to the party.
The prediction of an abundant harvest did not 
come true.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits the 
meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1.There is a __________________ that the fire was started on 
purpose.
2. What is the weather _________________ for the weekend?
3. Getting his college degree gave him a feeling of __________.
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4.  Is it ________________ for you to finish the job in three 
hours?
5.  If he is lazy, he will never _______________ his dream to become 
a doctor.

V.   Use the New Words List and the Derivatives List.
 Write three sentences using words from these lists.

1. ________________________________________________.

2. ________________________________________________.

3. ________________________________________________.

IV. Numbers
87:2  sixty  - 60
   
  ones  - 6
  tens  - 60
  hundred - 600
  thousand - 6,000
  million  - 6,000,000
  billion  - 6,000,000,000
  trillion  - 6,000,000,000,0000
  zillion  - an extremely large,   
     indefinite number
  ga-zillion - a “made-up” word used  
     in fun to indicate very  
     many.
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Chapter 10

Is There Not Some Other Way?
Main truth: Jesus Christ is the only way for sinful man to be 
forgiven and made right with a holy God.

Aim of the chapter: To help your students understand that there 
is no other way to be right with God except through Jesus.

Getting Started
Ask, If you wanted to tell someone how to get from (name some 
city your students know) to (name another city your students know), 
how would you tell him to go?  (Your students might name means 
of travel, such as walking, riding a horse, or riding in a car, train or 
airplane.  They might name several roads that could be used.)

Then ask, If you wanted to tell someone how to find peace with 
God, how would you tell him to go?  (If your students have been 
following along in the study this far, they should be ready to an-
swer that Jesus is the only way to God.  Some of your students, 
however, may still doubt that answer.  They may still be thinking 
that Buddhism or Mohammedanism or a good life may also lead 
to peace with God.  This chapter is especially for them.)

Understanding the Nature of God
Ask, How can a loving God allow a sinful person to go to hell?”  
(Give your students time to discuss the question.  Then direct 
them to McDowell’s answer on page 90 if they have not already 
given that answer.)

Discuss with your students how McDowell explains the attributes 
of God on the bottom of page 90 and the top of page 91.  

God’s Answer to the Problem of Man’s Sin
Use the material on page 91 through the middle of page 92 to dis-
cuss the problem of man’s sin and God’s answer to that problem.  
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Man sinned against a loving God and came under the sentence of 
death.  Because God loved man, He did not want man to die and 
so found a way for man to be forgiven without going against His 
own holy nature.  Be sure your students understand the balance 
between God’s love and His holiness.    

The Cost of Forgiveness
In your own words tell the story McDowell gives on the bottom 
of page 92 and the top of page 93.  Again in your own words tell 
the story McDowell gives starting about the middle of page 93.  
Help your students understand that whenever a person is forgiven 
of any failing, the forgiveness costs someone something.  In the 
case of a man’s sin against God, the cost is paid by the death of 
Jesus Christ. 
  
Finishing the Study
Ask, What if a judge rules that a man must pay a fine of $100 or 
spend 10 days in jail.  What would happen if the man refused to 
pay the $100 fine?  (The man must spend 10 days in jail.)    

Ask, God has said that every sinner must spend eternity in hell 
but He would accept the death of Jesus in the man’s place.  What 
must happen if the man refuses to accept Jesus as his Saviour?  
(The man must spend eternity in hell.)  God can accept no other 
means than the means He has provided in Christ.  Jesus Himself 
said, “No one can go to the Father except by Me” (John 14:6).

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. If God is such a loving God, why will He not accept all people 

just the way they are?
2. How can a loving God allow a sinful person to go to hell?
3. How many attributes of God can you name?
4. Why does McDowell say that Jesus died also for God the 

Father?
5. Why must forgiveness always have a price?
6. Why is Jesus the only way to God?
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Test Questions
1. What three things did McDowell show about Jesus when he 

spoke at the University of Texas?
2. After McDowell spoke at the university what did a student 

ask him?
3. McDowell told the student many people did not understand 

what?
4. How does McDowell answer the question, “How can a loving 

God allow a sinful person to go to hell?”
5. What kind of a God do most people understand God to be?  
6. What is the problem with thinking of God as only a God of 

love?
7. Through what do we mainly know God?
8. What is an attribute and what does it do?
9. After God created man and woman, what “problem” did God 

have?
10. The Godhead is made up of what three people?  
11. What decision was made within the Godhead?
12. Describe Jesus as the God-Man.
13. Because of Jesus’ limited power as a man and His unlimited 

power as God, He was able to do what?
14. When was the true righteous nature of God satisfied?
15. Whom did Jesus die for in addition to us?
16. When Jesus died for us, He also died to do what?
17. What was the punishment for a young woman arrested for 

speeding?
18. What did the woman’s judge do and why?
19. God was somewhat like the judge because He did what?
20. God has said, “I forgive you.”  But He also has done what?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

95:2
develop(ed)

to grow; increase; to 
show signs of; to put 
through stages of pro-
duction

His keen mind was 
developed by reading 
good books.

95:2
rebel(ed)

to fight with violence; 
disobedient, hard to

The slaves rebelled 
against their master.

95:2
glory

great praise, honor; 
beauty; splendid ap-
pearance

Angels and mankind 
were created to give 
glory to God.

95:4
limited

small in amount, power, 
etc., and not able to 
increase

His ability to improve 
his work is very 
limited.

96:2
satisfy

to meet the requirement 
of; to pay a debt; to 
convince with proof; to 
make happy or please

The teacher said my 
work did not satisfy 
her requirements.

96:3
surprising

not expected; astonishing It’s not surprising that 
they lost the game.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. She eats a restricted number 

of calories each day.
rebel(led)
surprising
glory
limited
satisfy
develop(ed)

______________ 2. He will never have enough 
money to fulfill the demands 
of his wife.

______________ 3. His ability to write well 
progressed over several 
years.

______________ 4. The story had a/an astonishing 
conclusion.

______________ 5.   The soldiers revolted and ran 
away.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
develop(ed)(ing)(v)
developer(n)

development(n)

Trouble is developing among the sailors.
The developer of the land hopes to make a 
huge profit.
He carefully watched over the development
of the rare plants.

rebel(led)(v)

rebellious(adj)

rebelliously(adv)
rebellion(n)

Her mind rebelled against the idea of eating 
raw fish.
He was expelled from school because of his 
rebellious behavior.
The child acted rebelliously toward his father.
The government quickly put down the rebellion.

satisfy(v)

satisfying(adj)
satisfactory(adj)

satisfaction(n)

The government refused to satisfy the 
demands of the terrorists.
Thank you for the satisfying meal.
Sales are up 20% from last year; that’s 
very satisfactory.
She had the satisfaction of winning first place.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.
1. Is there any new _________________ in your travel plans?
2. He tried five radios, but only one was __________________.
3. Some people say that teenagers are naturally ____________.
4. The workers found that ______________ the boss was 
impossible.
5. “I will not do it, and you can’t make me,” she said _____________.

IV. Pronunciation
Pg.: Para Word Meaning
 In some words the letters “gh” are not heard.
96:3 daughter - someone’s female child
97:2 through - by way of
97:2 though  - in spite of the fact that
 also thought - act or way of thinking  
 In some words the letters “gh” sound like “f.”
94:1 enough  - as much as is necessary
 also rough  - not smooth
 tough  - strong; difficult to do
 In some words the letters “gh” sound like “g.”
 ghost  - spirit
 ghastly  - causing great fear and shock
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Chapter Eleven

He Changed My Life
Main truth: Jesus changes the lives of those who accept Him as 
Lord and Saviour

Aim of the chapter: To help your students examine the changes 
God made in the life of Josh McDowell and to examine where 
they are in their own relationship with God.

Getting Started
Discuss with your students the words of Thomas Aquinas on page 
94.  Are happiness and meaning the two big desires of every person?  
How do people try to find happiness and meaning?

Life Without Christ
Discuss with your students McDowell’s search for happiness and 
meaning (pages 94 and 95).  Point out that he adds the desire to 
be free.  Is that different from happiness and meaning?  

Point out why McDowell threw out religion.  Have any of your 
students had experiences like that?  

Ask, after McDowell threw out religion, what ways did he try 
to satisfy his hunger for happiness and meaning?  (He became a 
leader at the university.  He tried to make everyone like him.  He 
tried to make everyone think he was happy all the time.  He tried 
to have a good time as often as possible.)

McDowell was able to make people like him.  People thought he 
was happy.  But he was not happy and he did not find the mean-
ing of his life.

Meeting Christ
McDowell began to come to Christ when he became interested 
in a small group of real Christians.  Go over with your students 
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the steps in McDowell’s move toward Christ (from the bottom of 
page 95 to the bottom of page 99).  Can you find these steps?  He 
saw that the Christians were different.  He saw that the Christians 
knew what they believed.  He saw that the Christians really loved.  
He saw that they had a continual joy.  He learned the difference 
between “religion” and having a relationship with God through 
Christ.  He agreed to investigate the evidence for Christianity.  He 
found that there are facts to prove the life, death, and resurrection 
of Christ.  Finally he prayed, repenting of his sins and asking Jesus 
to forgive him and take control of his life.

Take time to discuss each step and answer any questions class 
members might have.

A Changed Life
Some people have a strong emotional experience when they be-
come Christians.  Ask, Can a person really become a Christian 
if he does not have a strong emotional experience at the time?   
(McDowell did.  Did any of your students?) 

Some people may see little change in their lives after they decide 
to become Christians.  Ask, Can a person really become a Chris-
tian if he does not have any changes in his life after he makes the 
decision for Christ?  (Some people will change more than others.  
Some very good people may not show much outer change at all.  
Every new Christian will feel his life change, however.  He will 
be a new person in Christ.  If he does not change at all, there is 
reason to believe that he has not really become a Christian.)

Discuss with your students the changes McDowell experienced 
after he became a Christian (pages 100-102).  

Finishing the Study
As time permits you may want to give your Christian students a 
chance to tell how God has changed their lives.  You may have 
some students who are not yet Christians but want to tell how 
they see God leading in their lives.
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If you have students who are not Christians, you may want to end 
this study by inviting them to pray a prayer such as McDowell 
gives on the bottom of page 102.  Remember that the purpose of 
this book is to lead those who are not Christians to accept Christ 
and to help Christians be more sure of their faith.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. What was your opinion of Christians before you came to Christ?
2. McDowell says that happiness, meaning and freedom are 

things that most people want in life.  Can you think of other 
things that most people want in life?

3. What part should our emotions have in our becoming 
Christians?

4. How does the changed lives of Christians prove that 
Christianity is true?

5. In what ways has your life been changed since you became 
a Christian?

6. If you have not yet accepted Christ as your Saviour, will you 
accept Him right now?

Test Questions
1. This chapter begins with what evidence that Jesus Christ is 

raised from the dead?
2. As a young boy, what three things did McDowell want?
3. Where did McDowell first try to find what he wanted?
4. Not finding religion as the answer, what did he next try?
5. What kind of happiness did he receive from influence?
6. What was different about the lives of a small group of special 

people he saw at the university?
7. What made McDowell sick about the group?  
8. Two weeks after joining the group, what direct questions did 

he ask them?
9. How did a young woman answer his questions?
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10. What is the difference between religion and Christianity?
11. What did the group of new friends ask him to do?
12. How did his mind and will disagree?
13. When did Josh McDowell become a Christian?
14. How long did it take for McDowell to really know his life 

was changed?
15. What three areas of McDowell’s life were changed?  
16. What man did he hate more than any other and why?
17. About five months after he made his decision for Christ, what 

was he able to say to his father?
18. What happened to McDowell after changing to a private 

university?
19. After answering his father’s question about how he could love 

him, McDowell was filled with joy for what reason?
20. What prayer does McDowell end the chapter with that may 

help us become Christians?
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I. Learning New Words
Pg.: Para
Word

Meaning Typical Use

99:1
elect(ed)

to choose someone by 
voting.

They elected my 
brother as chairman.

100:1
oppose(d)

to be against We opposed the build-
ing of a new road.

100:3
normal

according to what is 
expected, usual or 
average

My normal working 
hours are from nine to 
five.

101:4
comparison

the act of examining 
or judging one thing 
against another to show 
points of likeness or 
difference

In comparison with 
New York, Boston is 
small.

102:2
urge(d)

to encourage; to 
strongly persuade

They urged us to go 
with them.

102:5
force

to use strong influence 
on

He forced me to give 
him the information.

II. Synonyms (words that mean the same or nearly the same).
For each underlined word or expression in Column A, write the best synonym from 
Column B on the line.

Column A Column B
______________ 1. She tried to pressure her 

son to become a doctor 
against his will.

comparison
force
elect(ed)
normal
urge(d)
oppose(d)

______________ 2. Monday was a/an typical 
day at the office.

______________ 3. We pushed the team to try 
harder.

______________ 4. Do you think it is wise to 
fight against his election?

______________ 5.   He was picked because he 
is  a friend to everyone.

~   Improving Your English   ~
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III. Learning some Derivatives
Each word below in bold type is a “root.” The words below the “root” are its derivatives.
elect(v)

election(n)
elective(adj)
electorate(n)

Today we will elect a new member to the 
committee.
Have you heard the results of the election?
The office president is an elective one.
All the people in a country who have the right 
to vote is called the electorate.

normal(adj)
normality(n)
normally(adv)

Rainfall has been above normal.
When will the situation return to normality?
He normally goes to bed early.

force(v)

forceful(adj)
forcibly(adv)

We had to force our way through the crowded 
street.
His forceful speech stirred the men to action.
Her ideas are always forcibly expressed.

Practice:  Fill in each blank with the word from the previous list that best fits 
the meaning and grammar of the sentence.

1. The ________________ body voted to close the school.

2. What do you _______________ do on Saturday morning?

3. He was ________________ held by the police.

4. She is a ________________ child in every way.

5. This is the third time he has lost the ___________________.

IV.   Use the New Words List and the Derivatives List.
 Write three sentences using words from these lists.
1. ________________________________________________.

2. ________________________________________________.

3. ________________________________________________.

4. ________________________________________________.

5. ________________________________________________.
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Test Questions Answers
Answers to Chapter One Test Questions

1. Others did not claim to be God, but Jesus did. (page 13)
2. Jesus is the only path to God. (page 14)
3. It means that Jesus Christ is God. (page 14)
 4.  Christians add “and who became the man Jesus of Nazareth.” 

(page 14)
5. Titus 2:13 says,  “We are to be looking for the great hope and 

the coming of our great God and the One Who saves, Christ 
Jesus.” (page 15)

6. The New Testament also presents Jesus as having everlasting 
life and receiving honor and worship that only God should 
receive. (page 15)

7. Acts 20:28 says,  “Feed and care for the church of God.  He 
bought it with His own blood.” (page 16)

8.  Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
(page 16).

9. Martha, Nathaniel, Stephen, John the Baptist, the writer of 
Hebrews, and Thomas called Jesus God.  (pages 16 and 17)

10. McDowell starts with the story of  Jesus healing a man on the 
Day of Rest. (page 17)

11. Jesus claimed that He was equal with God and that His work 
was equal with God’s work. (page 18)

12. They said, “‘It is because of the way You talk against God.  It 
is because You make Yourself to be God when you are only 
a man.’” Their law told them to stone anyone who speaks 
against God. (page 19)

13. It means one in nature.  (page 19)
14. Mark 2:5 and 7 are the verses in Mark showing that Jesus 

claimed to be God.  (page 20)
15. It proves that Christ is God. (page. 21)
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16. The trial of Jesus as told in Mark shows that Jesus claimed to 
be equal with God. (page 22)

17. He claimed that He was the Son of the Holy One.  He claimed 
that He was the One who would sit at the right hand of power.  
And He claimed that He was the Son of Man who would come 
on the clouds of heaven. (page 22)

18. It showed how terrible it was for anyone to claim to be equal 
with God. (page 23)

19. Jesus’ trial was unusual because the issue was not what He 
did, but who He claimed to be. (page 24)

20. It proved that He confessed that He was one with God.  (page 24)

Answers for Chapter Two Test Questions

1. Jesus was just a “good man” who said a lot of very deep 
things. (page 26)

2. It is foolish to think of Him as a great and honest teacher but 
not accept His claim to be God. (page 26)

3. They all fall to pieces. (page 27)
4. His teachings cannot be separated from the man Himself. 

(page 27)
5. “But who do you say that I am?” (page 27)
6. He either knew it was false or He did not know it was false. 

(page 27)
7. It was His claims to being God that led to His death on a cross. 

(page 28)
8. These results are that lives have been changed for the good.  

(page 28)
9. It has done more to breathe new life into and soften the heart of 

man than all the writings of all the world’s wise men. (page 28)
10. He would die on the cross.  He would rise on the third day.  

The Holy Spirit would be poured out and His church would 
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be established.  Jerusalem would be destroyed. (page 29)
11. The end of Schaff’s question is “ . . . up the appearance of a 

good man all the time? (page  29)
12. They believed in many gods and that these gods worked in 

many ways.  (page 30)
13. His clearly balanced mind and His calmness would be impos-

sible if He were insane. (page 30)
14. Mentally sick people are out of touch with reality. (page 31)
15. Clark H. Pinnock says the skill and depth of His teachings 

prove His complete soundness of mind. (page 31)
16. The Sermon on the Mount is the way to have a healthy mind 

full of hope and peace. (page 31)
17. “The wisdom of Jesus is clear as the sky, fresh as the mountain 

air, sharp and cutting as a knife, completely healthy and alive, 
always ready and always calm.” (page 32)

18. He was a liar.  He was insane.  Or He is Lord.  (page 32)
19. The question to ask is “Which is more reasonable?” (page 32)
20. It would judge the way they live.  They do not want to face up 

to the responsibility or results of calling Him Lord. (page 33)  

Answers for Chapter Three Test Questions

1. They feel that it would be foolish for modern man to accept 
Christ as Saviour. (page 34)

2. He answers, “Well, no, I am not a scientist.” (page 34)
3. They mean blind faith; trust with no reason to trust. (page 34)
4. The pilot told him he could not prove it scientifically. (page 34)
5. It is difficult to prove anything scientifically about a person 

or incident in history. (page 34)
6. The two kinds of proof are called scientific proof and legal-

historical proof.  (page 34)



81

7. Anything affecting the test must be controlled.  The results 
must be seen as evidence.  The results must establish the proof. 
(pages 34-35)

8. Science is a series of ideas about the way things may work.  
These ideas are connected and proven true by seeing experi-
ments produce the same results again and again. (page 35)

9. It is testing to see if an idea is true or not by using controlled 
experiments.  (page 35)

10. He used the idea of Ivory soap floating. (page 35)
11. You cannot repeat what happened to you, such as going to 

class this morning or that you ate lunch today. (page 35)
12. It is called the legal-historical method. (page 35)
13. That decision is based on the strength of the evidence. (page 35)
14. It depends on the spoken evidence, the written evidence and 

the evidence that can be seen. (page 35)
15. Your friends saw you.  You have the notes you wrote about 

the lesson.  The teacher remembers you. (page 35)
16. It cannot be used for testing many questions about people or 

incidents in history. (page 36)
17. George Washington, Martin Luther King, Jesus of Nazareth, 

and Robert Kennedy.  (page 36)
18. The truthfulness of the evidence must be carefully checked. 

(page 36)
19. The Christian faith is an intelligent faith. (page 36)
20. Our minds should know God.  Our hearts should love Him.  

Our wills should choose Him. (page 36)



82

Answers for Chapter Four Test Questions

1. The New Testament provides the main historical record about 
Jesus. (page 38)

2. He thought they were not written until nearly 200 A.D. (page 38)
3. They discovered early writings that connected the time of Christ 

to the later writings which were already known. (page 39)
4. Each New Testament book was written by a baptized Jew 

between 40 A.D. and 90 A.D. (Very probably between 50 
A.D. and 75 A.D.) (page 39)

5. He saw that Luke wrote with such carefulness in the smallest 
fact. (page 40)

6. It was written before the Fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. (page 40)
7. They are those who judge biblical writings.  They believe the 

Gospels are stories that  have grown over time and certainly 
are not true. (page 40)

8. A student would memorize a priests’ teaching. (page 41)
9. It is not enough time for facts to be forgotten, even the exact 

words of Jesus. (page 41)
10. The tests are the bibliographical test, the inside evidence test, 

and the outside evidence test. (page 42)
11. It is a careful study of how perfectly the information in ancient 

documents is passed down to us. (page 42)
12. They are Thucydides, Herodotus, Aristotle and Caesar.  

(page 43)  
13. The time is so small that it is not worth considering. (page 44)
14. The New Testament has more manuscript evidence than any 

other document from ancient times. (page 44)
15. It proves if an incident happened or not. (page 44)
16. The Scriptures are Luke 1:1-3, 2 Peter 1:16, 1 John 1:3, John 

19:35 and Luke 3:1. (pages 45 and 46)
17. Hostile witnesses were valuable in making sure the writers 
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told the truth. (page 47)
18. The writers of the New Testament record many things that 

writers making up stories would have hidden. (page 48)
19. They confirm the writings of the Apostle John. (page 49)
20. Archaeology often gives powerful outside evidence. (pages 

48 and 49)

Answers for Chapter Five Test Questions

1. The changed lives of Jesus’ disciples is often overlooked. 
(page 52)

2. Their changed lives provide clear proof of the truth of Jesus’ 
claims. (page 52)

3. “History” means knowing the past based on the word of 
witnesses. (page 52)

4. The witness must be truthful or wrong information will be 
given. (page 52)

5. They believed in the resurrection of Christ, and they believed 
in Him as the Son of God. (page 52)

6. They died by being nailed to a cross and by the sword, arrows, 
stoning and the spear. (pages 52 and 53)

7. It would be hard to find eleven people who would die for a 
lie if they knew it was a lie. (page 53)

8. The disciples wrote or spoke as eyewitnesses of the things 
they had seen. (page 53)

9. Peter, Luke and John were those especially spoken of as 
eyewitnesses. (pages 53 and 54)

10. The main part of their reports was about the resurrection.  
(page 54)

11. They had to be satisfied themselves that Jesus had risen from 
the dead. (page 55)

12. James the brother of Jesus had to be influenced against his 
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will.  (pages 55 and 56)
13. The belief in the resurrection was what separated the followers 

of Jesus from the Jews. (page 57)
14. They became fearless immediately after they were sure of the 

resurrection. (page 57)
15. They preached in Jerusalem. (page 57)
16. It would have been an attack on both the government and the 

religious rulers. (pages 57 and 58)
17. They had been disappointed and then were quickly changed 

into strong and excited witnesses. (page 59)
18. He asked to be nailed to a cross with his head down because 

he felt unworthy to suffer like his Master. (page 59)
19. He would not be willing to die unless he knew he had the 

truth.  (page 59)
20. If they were not willing to walk across the street for their belief, 

they certainly would not be willing to die for it. (page 60)

Answers for Chapter Six Test Questions

1. Their good cause died on the cross. (page 61)
2. He would set up the government of God and rule over the 

people of Israel. (page 61)
3. You have to know how people felt about the Messiah at the 

time of Jesus. (page 61)
4. They were in severe conflict with the Jewish thinking in that 

day about the Messiah. (page 61)
5. He would be a ruling, victorious, political leader. (page 61)
6. A suffering Christ was “completely foreign to their idea of 

the Messiah.” (page 61)
7. It was a time of emotion. (page 61)
8. The Romans had been taking away the freedom of the Jews 

for more than forty years. (page 62)
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9. The popular idea of a Saviour was centered on their nation 
and their government. (page 62)

10. They thought the Messiah would be a man of pure actions 
and thoughts. (page 62)

11. It was a hope for a national freedom. (page 62)
12. They found it almost impossible to connect the idea of the 

Messiah with Jesus. (pages 62 and 63)
13. The serious words of Jesus about His death on the cross were 

not at all welcome. (page 63)
14. They wanted Him to promise that in His government, they 

could sit at His right and left hands. (page 63)
15. They were thinking of one who would rule the nation. (page 63)
16. They saw Him broken and bleeding after the beating, a help-

less prisoner of Pilate, being led away to die on a cross as a 
common criminal. (page 64)

17. They hear only what they are prepared to hear.  (page 64)
18. They were in Jerusalem preaching Jesus as Saviour and Lord, 

the Messiah of the Jews. (page 64)
19. First Corinthians 15:5 says, “Christ was seen by Peter.  After 

that, the twelve followers saw Him.” (page 64)
20. They gave witness with their message, their lives and their 

deaths. (page 64)

Answers for Chapter Seven Test Questions

1. It was a university city known for its culture of those who studied 
and taught that emotions should not be shown. (page 65)

2. He became the missionary Paul. (page 65)
3. The books of Acts, 1 Corinthians and Titus show how well 

Paul knew Greek ways. (page 66)
4. He was sent to study under Gamaliel. (page 66)
5. Saul was faithful to Jewish law and he believed it was a way 
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of salvation. (page 66).
6. He had official papers giving him the legal right to capture the 

followers of Jesus and bring them back to face trial. (page 67)
7. He saw a light from heaven shining around him.  He fell to 

the ground. (page 67)
8. “Get up!  Go into the city and you will be told what to do.” 

(page 67)
9. He was blind for three days and he did not eat or drink during 

that time. (page 67)
10. The Lord chose Saul to carry the Lord’s name among the 

people who were not Jews. (page 68)
11. (1) Something like a covering fell from his eyes and he could 

see.  (2) He got up and was baptized.  (3) He ate food and 
received strength. (page 68)

12. (1) His habits and actions, (2) his relations with the followers 
of Jesus, (3) his message and (4) his mission were changed. 
(pages 69 and 70)

13. He was not willing to let others do and think as they choose.  
He was bitter, torturing, a religious extremist--proud and 
changeable. (page 69)

14. He was calm, kind, dependable and self-giving. (page 69)
15. The cross was the most important part of God’s rescue plan. 

(page 70)
16. He became a leader of that new extreme group called 

Christianity. (page 70)
17. It produced more results than any incident since Pentecost and 

settled the victory of Christianity all over the world. (page 71)
18. This extreme change was the most proving evidence of the 

truth and power of the religion to which he was converted.  
(page 71)

19. He died a martyr’s death for his beliefs. (page 72)
20. It is proof that Christianity is a holy gift from God. (page 72)
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Answers for Chapter Eight Test Questions

1. He told the student that there is one fact in history that he is 
unable to explain away - that Jesus came back to life from 
the dead. (page 73)

2. He was a Jewish prophet.  He was arrested, judged to be a 
political criminal and nailed to a cross.  The disciples claimed 
that God had raised Him from the dead and He had appeared 
to them several different times before going up bodily into 
heaven. (page 73)

3. It was wound round and round in a strong cloth.  About 100 pounds 
of sweet smelling plants were mixed to make a thick liquid and 
poured into the cloth as it circled the body. (page 74)

4. An extremely large stone was rolled against the opening of 
the tomb and the stamp of the Roman government put on it.  
A Roman guard of highly trained men was stationed to guard 
the tomb.  The guard was fearful of punishment and so they 
were very careful especially at night. (page 74)

5. He had appeared to them over a period of forty days. (page 74)
6. He appeared to more than 500 of His followers at one time. 

(pages 74 and 75)
7. He believed in the resurrection, partly because a series of facts 

cannot be explained without it. (page 75)
8. The tomb in which Jesus was buried was truly empty on the 

first Easter morning. (page 75)
9. (1) The Roman stamp was broken.  (2) The large stone was 

completely carried away from the doorway.  (3) The guards 
had run away.  (4) The women came and found the tomb 
empty.  (5) Peter and John found the empty burial clothes 
there. (pages 75 and 76)

10. The natural causes are the wrong tomb, Jesus passed out and 
the body was stolen. (pages 76-78)

11. They would have very quickly shown the body in the right 
tomb. (page 76)
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12. Jesus did not really die.  He just passed out from being so 
tired and having lost so much blood.  Everyone thought He 
had died.  Later He awakened and the disciples thought it was 
a resurrection. (page 77)

13. He would hardly have been able to walk.  He would have 
needed time and care to get His strength back.  (page 77)

14. It gave them the faith they needed for their future ministry. 
(page 77)

15. It would not begin to explain the change that took place in 
the disciples. (page 78)

16. All around were people who could easily have proved it was a 
lie simply by showing everyone the body of Jesus.  (page 78)

17. That fact is the resurrection of Christ (page 79)
18. It was one of the best proven facts in history, using the laws 

of legal evidence used in the courts of law.  (page 80)
19. He wrote the book, Who Moved the Stone? (page 80)
20. He can know his sins are forgiven, can be sure of eternal life 

and his own resurrection from the dead, and can be free from 
a meaningless and empty life and changed into a new person 
in Christ.  (page 80)

Answers for Chapter Nine Test Questions

1. This chapter examines how Jesus’ life fulfills prophecy. (page 82)
2. Moses talked about Him.  (page 82)
3. There are sixty main prophecies about the Messiah in the Old 

Testament. (page 83)
4. Christ’s “address” refers to all the incidents that are foretold 

and fulfilled in Christ. (page 83)
5. Christ’s “address” in history sets Him apart. (page 83)
6. More than 300 times the Old Testament speaks of His coming. 

(page 83)
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7. The Greek Old Testament shows at least two hundred years 
between the writing of the prophecies and their fulfillment. 
(page 84)

8. Only Jesus Christ could point to fulfilled prophecies to prove 
He was the Messiah. (page 84)

9. In Genesis 3:15, the Messiah is first prophesied. (page 84)
10. He said the Messiah will come through the family of Shem. 

(page 84)
11. From Abraham, the line runs through Isaac, Jacob, Judah, 

Jesse and then David. (page 85)
12. The prophecy that this Man’s hands and feet will be nailed to a 

cross was written eight hundred years before this punishment 
was used. (page 85)

13. His creation was unnatural.  (page 85)
14. He was a messenger who prepared the way before the Lord 

(pages 85 and 86)
15. God says the Messiah will (1) be betrayed (2) by a friend (3) 

for thirty pieces (4) of silver, and that it will be (5) thrown on 
the floor (6) of the house of God, and (7) used to buy land to 
bury strangers in. (page 86)

16. The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem while the house of 
God in Jerusalem was still standing. (page 86)

17. The books Messiah in Both Testaments and Science Speaks prove 
that the prophecy did not just happen to be fulfilled. (page 87)

18. Another objection is that Jesus tried to fulfill the Jewish 
prophecies on purpose.  (page 88)

19. Many of the details of the Messiah’s coming were completely 
beyond human control. (page 88)

20. The greatest prophecy of all for those who will accept it is 
the promise of new life. (page 89)
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Answers  for Chapter Ten Test Questions

1. (1) Jesus claimed to be the only way to God.  (2) The witness 
of the Scriptures and the apostles was faithful and true.  (3) 
There was enough evidence to guarantee faith in Jesus as 
Savior and Lord. (page 90)

2. Why is Jesus the only way to have a relationship with God?  
(page 90)

3. Many people do not understand the nature of God. (page 90)
4. He answers with the question, “How can a holy, true, righteous 

God allow a sinful person to be in His company?” (page 90)
5. They understand Him to be only a God of love. (page 90)
6. He is also a righteous, true, and holy God. (page 90)
7. We know God mainly through His attributes. (page 90)
8. An attribute is something that is true of God and describes 

the way God is. (pages 90 and  91)
9. He created men and women to share His glory with them, but 

they turned from God and chose to sin.  (page 91)
10. The Godhead is God the Father, God the Son and God the 

Holy Spirit. (page 91)
11. Jesus, God the Son, would become a man, the “God-Man.” 

(page 91)
12. He was just as much man as if He had never been God and 

just as much God as if He had never been man. (page 91)
13. He was able to take upon Himself the sins of the world.  (page 92)
14. The true righteous nature of God was satisfied when Jesus 

said, “It is finished.”  (page 92)
15. He died for (to satisfy) God the Father. (page 92)
16. He also died to meet the holy and true demands of the very 

nature of God. (page 92)
17. She had to pay a fine of $100 or stay in jail 10 days. (page 92)
18. He came down and paid her fine because he was her father 
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and he loved her. (page 92)
19. He came down from heaven in the form of a man and paid the 

price for us which was His death on the cross.  (page 93)
20. He has paid the price of our forgiveness by Jesus’ death on 

the cross. (page 93)

Answers for Chapter Eleven Test Questions

1. McDowell said, “The fact that I am alive and doing the things I do 
is evidence that Jesus Christ is raised from the dead.”  (page 94)

2. He wanted to be happy, to find meaning in life and to be free.  
(page 94)

3. He considered religion and he went to a church--the wrong one.  
(page 94)

4. He tried influence and was elected as class president.  (page 95)
5. It was a happiness that depended on his situations.  If things 

were going great for him, he was great.  When things were 
terrible, he was terrible.  (page 95)

6. They seemed to know why they believed and what they believed.  
(page 96)

7. They were happy.  (page 96)
8. “Tell me, what changed your lives?  Why are your lives so 

different from other students, leaders and teachers in the 
school?  Why?”  (page 97)

9. She said, “Jesus Christ.”  (page 97)
10. Religion is humans trying to work their way to God by good works.  

Christianity is God coming to men and women through Jesus Christ 
offering them a relationship with Himself.  (page 97)

11. They asked him to test the claims that Jesus Christ is God’s 
Son from the point of reason. (page 97)

12. His mind told him this was true but his will was not ready to 
accept it. (page 98)
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13. On December 19, 1959, at 8:30 in the evening, he became a 
Christian. (page 99)

14. It took six months to a year-and-a-half for him to really know 
his life was  changed. (page 100)

15. The three areas of change were restlessness, terrible anger 
and hate.  (pages 100 and 101)

16. He hated his father more than any other because he was the 
town drunk (page 101)

17. “Dad, I love you.” (page 101)
18. He was in a serious car accident and was taken home to heal.  

(page 101)
19. His father became a Christian as a result of hearing McDowell’s 

answer. (pages 101 and 102)
20. “Lord Jesus, I need you.  Thank you for dying on the cross 

for me.  Forgive me and make me clean.  Right this minute I 
trust you as Savior and Lord.  Make me the kind of person you 
created me to be.  In Christ’s name.  Amen.”  (page 102)
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